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GREAT FACES. GREAT PLACES,




Department of Public Safety

Office of Accident Records

118 West Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-2586    605/773-4156

FAX: 605/773-4870

In response to your request for more information on our Fatality Marker Program which employs the use of “THINK” signs, the following is provided: 

The Department of Transportation installs Fatal Accident Markers, or “THINK” signs at locations where fatal accidents have occurred since January 1, 1979.  The program originated as an effort to make motorists aware of how serious the drunk driver problem is and how dangerous it is to drink and drive.  Nearly one out of every two fatality markers are there because of alcohol involvement. 

The state erects signs on the State Highway System and furnishes all signs to be placed on county and township roads and city streets. 

One sign is erected for each person killed, with each sign mounted on a separate post.  Placement shall be at approximately 10 foot intervals, in a line one foot inside the right-of-way. 

When the “THINK” sign is erected and the family requests its removal, it will be expeditiously removed. 

Fatal accident markers will be left in place until they are no longer in satisfactory condition because of sign face damage or deterioration; in which case, they shall be taken down.  An exception to this requirement shall be when a section of highway is reconstructed to new standards, all markers which involve the old roadway shall be taken down, regardless of condition. 

Markers which are removed will not be replaced unless so requested by a family member.  This applies to all markers including those found missing as the result of being removed by others. 

As further information, we cannot authorize or give permission for others to use this sign or same design.  The message and layout used on the sign were developed by an insurance company, State Automobile and Casualty Underwriters, Inc. of Des Moines, Iowa and used by them to mark fatal accident locations for many years.  The company eventually discontinued the practices of installing these devices in the 1960’s, but retained the trademark right to them which they have held since 1951.  The South Dakota Department of Transportation obtained written approval from the company to use their marker on streets and highways in the state, but only on the condition that we do not treat the design as our own.  Accordingly, we are not in a position to approve of the “THINK” sign being duplicated and used on roads outside of the state since the sign is not registered to us. 

We hope the above will provide the information you requested.  Thank you for contacting us concerning this matter.

Sincerely

Vevette Walker, Statistician
