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U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Intelligence Training

Vulnerability Threat and Risk Assessments (VTRA) Course

Dates: 16 – 20 April 2012
Location: Sioux Falls, Colorado Technical University
Course DHS POC: Matt Speer, South Dakota Fusion Center (SDFC) – tel. (605) 367-5940; Matthew.Speer@dhs.gov 
Secondary POC: Sgt. Lori Olney, SDHP, South Dakota Fusion Center (SDFC) – tel. (605) 367-5940; Lori.Olney@state.sd.us 
Course Description:  
VTRA introduces students to homeland domestic and transnational threats, and culminates in the creation of a vulnerability and risk assessment.  Students develop an understanding of how to evaluate threats, identify vulnerabilities in an Area of Responsibility (AOR), and assess threats to vulnerabilities to create risk assessments. Throughout the course, students are provided the opportunity to apply the lessons they have learned through a number of practical exercises designed to enhance their skill in creating vulnerability threat and risk assessments.  Students’ knowledge and understanding are assessed through written products, briefings, and exams.
Key Learning Objectives: 
· Identify the characteristics of the radicalization, terrorism, and violent extremist organizations and their operational elements. 

· Identify the characteristics of national and transnational gangs and drug trafficking organizations and their operational elements.

· Explain the characteristics of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and explosive threats.

· Describe the elements of border security and the protection of critical infrastructure and key resources.

· Conduct a domain analysis and successful vulnerability threat and risk assessments against an assigned area of responsibility.
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