
 

 



 

 

Attention: 
 

South Dakota Codified Law 32-31-6.1 
 

South Dakota law requires all motorists from any direction approaching an authorized emergency vehicle making use of red visual 
signals, to come to a complete stop before reaching the stopped emergency vehicle and may, unless otherwise directed, proceed with 
caution only after making sure it is safe to do so.  
 
South Dakota law also requires all motorists from any direction approaching any stopped vehicle making use of amber, yellow, or blue 
warning lights to do the following: 
Á When motorists are traveling on South Dakota interstates or highways with two or more lanes travelling in the same direction 

as the authorized emergency vehicle, merge into the lane farthest from the vehicle at least three hundred feet before the 
vehicle and proceed with caution, unless otherwise authorized.  

Á On two lane highways, at least three hundred feet before the vehicle, motorists must slow to a speed that is at least twenty 
miles per hour less than the posted speed limit or five miles per hour when the speed limit is posted at twenty miles per hour 
or less and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed.  

 
Emergency vehicles include, but are not limited to, law enforcement vehicles, ambulances and fire department vehicles. 
A violation of this law is a Class 2 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine and/or time in county jail.  
 
South Dakota Codified Law 32-31-6.2 
 
Any person who, while violating 32-31-6.1, causes an accident is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor if the accident is with a stopped 
emergency vehicle making use of its red visual signals, or any stopped vehicle making use of amber, yellow, or blue warning lights. 
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To the Motorcycle Operator: 
 
 

This manual contains important information for anyone wishing to operate a motorcycle.  The first section of the manual is information 
specific to the State of South Dakota.  The remainder of the manual was developed by the National Public Services Research Institute 
with the cooperation of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation under contract to the National Highway Safety Administration.  

 
You are urged to study this manual thoroughly to make sure that you know the rules of the road, therefore ensuring your own safety, 
as well as the safety of others. 
 
 

 
 

South Dakota Driver Licensing  
118 West Capitol Ave 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: (605)773-6883  

Email Address: DPSDL@state.sd.us 
Internet Address: https://dps.sd.gov   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphics and pictures contained within this manual are provided courtesy of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and Highway Safety 
Services, LLC. 

  

mailto:DPSDL@state.sd.us
https://dps.sd.gov/
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General Information 
 
 
Anyone who operates a motor vehicle or motor-driven cycle on public roadways in South Dakota is required to have a driver license.  
You are required to have a South Dakota driver license if you live here for more than 90 days.  If you are a commercial driver license 
holder, you must apply for a South Dakota license within 30 days.  South Dakota law states that every licensee shall have their 
driver license in their immediate possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle.  
 
The following people can drive on a valid license from their home state, provided they are at least 16 years old: 
 
Military ς Members of the Armed Forces on active duty or members of foreign military on temporary duty with the Armed Forces, 
as well as their spouse and children. 

 
Student ς Students who are here to further their education and who are considered a non-resident for tuition purposes.  
 
You may obtain a driver license if you: 

¶ Are at least 14 years of age and have met the instruction permit requirement outlined in the South Dakota Graduated 
Licensing Laws. 

¶ Are able to submit the proper proof of identity, citizenship or lawful status, Social Security number and address. 

¶ Pass needed driver license tests. 

¶ Surrender all driver licenses and identification cards.  

¶ Do not have suspended, revoked, or denied driving privileges in South Dakota or any other state.  

¶ Are in this country legally.  

¶ Have not been found by a court to be mentally incompetent, alcoholic or a habitual user of illegal drugs.  

¶ Have no unpaid fines for moving traffic violations.  
 
Texting and the Law 
Texting, reading texts, and social networking is prohibited by state law when driving. SDCL 32-26-46 
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DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS (photocopies are not acceptable) 
Every time you apply for a driver license/identification card an application and resident address documents are required. You may obtain an 
application at the exam station or on our website at https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing. 
 
Renewal of a driver license or ID card (must have a star on the front): 

1. A driver license or ID card (with star on the front). 
2. Two documents proving physical address in South Dakota (must be less than one year old). 
3. Transfers from other states must provide proof of lawful status in the U.S. (such as U.S. Certified Birth Certificate, U.S. Passport/Passport 

Card, Certificate of Citizenship/Naturalization, Permanent Resident Card, Employment Authorization Card, or foreign Passport with a 
Visa/I-94) and proof of Social Security number.  

4. If your name has changed from your current driver license or ID card, you will need to provide proof of the name change (Marriage 
Certificate, Divorce Decree, or Court Order). 
 

Replacement of a South Dakota driver license or ID card (had a star on the front): 
1. U.S. Certified Birth Certificate, valid U.S. Passport/Passport Card, Certificate of Citizenship/Naturalization, valid Permanent Resident Card, 

valid Employment Authorization Card, or foreign passport with a U.S. Visa/I-94 
2. Second document proving identity (such as social security card, W-2 form, military ID, tribal ID, or another document approved by 

examiner) 
3. Two documents proving physical address in South Dakota (must be less than one year old) 
4. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate, divorce decree, or court order) 

 
New South Dakota driver license or ID card (includes transfer from another state*): 
1. One document proving your date of birth, identity and lawful status or presence. If possible, select a document that has your current full legal 

name to avoid documenting any name change, and proof of Social Security number. 
 
ω±ŀƭƛŘΣ ǳƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ /ŀǊŘ ω¦ƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǊŘ όCƻǊƳ L-551) 
ω/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ .ƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States. It must be a certified copy and have the stamp or raised 
seal of the issuing authority. A hospital-issued certificate is not 
acceptable. A Certified Birth Certificate issued by Puerto Rico must 
be certified as being issued on or after July 1, 2010. 
ω/ƻƴǎǳƭŀǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Birth Abroad issued by the U.S. Department of 
State (Form FS-240, DS-1350 or FS-545)  
ω/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όCƻǊƳ b-550, N-570 or N-578) 
ω/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ όCƻǊƳ b-560, N-561 or N-645) 

ωwŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ !ǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ όL-94) with attached photo and 
ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ [ŀǿŦǳƭ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ 
ωwŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ !ǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ όL-фпύ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άwŜŦǳƎŜŜΣέ 
άtŀǊƻƭŜŜέ ƻǊ ά!ǎȅƭŜŜέ 
ω¦ƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ L-94 
documenting ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ most recent admittance into the United 
States.  
ω±ŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άtǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ L-ррмέ 
ωtŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ wŜŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ όL-327) 

ω¦ƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘ όCƻǊƳ L-766) ωwŜŦǳƎŜŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ όL-571) 
 

2.  Check your name. Is your current full legal name different from the name listed on the identity document you are providing in step 1? Were 
you previously issued a South Dakota driver license or ID card with a name different from that listed on the identity document in step 1? If you 
answered yes to one or both questions above, you must provide a document proving your name change. If not, go to number 3. 
 

To prove your name change, bring documents that connect the name on the identity document you selected to your current full legal name. Select 
the documents you will use (this can be more than one if needed to connect the name listed on your identity document to your current name). 
  

¶ Certified Marriage Certificate 

¶ Court Order under petition for name change 

¶ Court Order for name change in a Divorce Decree or Decree of Annulment 

¶ Court Order for name change in a Decree of Adoption 
 
Any Marriage Certificate must be issued by the state office of vital statistics or equivalent agency in the state or country of marriage. It must be a 
certified copy and have the stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A church, chapel or similarly issued certificate is not acceptable. 
Any Court Order must contain your prior full legal name, your court-ordered full legal name, your date of birth, and be stamped with the official 
court seal (date stamps and file stamps are not the official court seals). Photocopies and faxes are not acceptable. 
 
3. Provide proof of your Social Security number (SSN). Select one document from the list below that contains your current name and full SSN. 

 
ω{ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ŀǊŘ 
ω²-2 form 
ω{ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ млфф ŦƻǊƳ 
ωbƻƴ-Social Security Administration 1099 form 
ωtŀȅǎǘǳō 

ωL ŀƳ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ ό¸ƻǳ 
do not have to document an SSN, but South Dakota will verify your USCIS 
number. Make sure you are not authorized for employment. If you are 
eligible for employment but do not have an SSN, you are required to 
obtain and present one. 

Note: We are prohibited from accepting any other documents to prove SSN. 

 

https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
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4. ¢ǿƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ όƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘύΦ ! ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ Ŧƻr a minor child. 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ documents. 
 

ω¦ǘƛƭƛǘȅ ōƛƭƭ ω.ŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ωtŀȅ ǎǘǳō ƻǊ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ωaƻǊǘƎŀƎŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
ωwŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ω¢ŀȄ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
ωtƘƻƴŜ ōƛƭƭ ωIƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎκǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ω¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ωhǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ address can be reviewed by the examiner 

 
People Who Travel Full Time 
If you are using a South Dakota mail forwarding address, a residency affidavit must be completed. You will also need to provide a receipt from a 
South Dakota hotel/motel, campground or RV park to prove one night of stay within the last year as well as ONE DOCUMENT (no more than ONE 
year old) proving your personal mailbox (PMB) service address (receipt from the PMB business or a piece of mail with your PMB address on it). If 
you have friends or family in South Dakota and plan to use their address, you can complete and follow the instructions on the Consent for Use of 
Address form. You can find these forms at the following link: https://dps.sd.gov/resource-library. Note that if you maintain a residence in another 
state, you do not qualify as a full-time traveler. 
 
Veterans 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘeir South Dakota 
driver license or ID. In addition to the documents listed previously, they will need to present one of the following: 
 

¶ DD-214 Form which shows honorable discharge status from active duty 

¶ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǾŜǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 

¶ DD Form 2 (Retired) 

¶ DD Form 2A (Reserve Retired) 

¶ NGB Form 22 
 

If you are unable to obtain any of the required documents, please contact our office at DPSDL@state.sd.us or at 605-773-6883 to see if 
exceptions are available: 

 
Selective Service Requirements 
Registering with the Selective Service is required for young men to stay eligible for Federal Student Aid, Job Training and Government Jobs. Any 
male applicant aged 18 to 25 must submit on his application that he has registered with the Selective Service, or that he is authorizing the 
Department of Public Safety to forward to the Selective Service the personal information necessary to register. For more information regarding 
Selective Service Registration, contact Selective Service at 1-888-655-1825. 
 

Fees (subject to change) 
Regular Driver License or Instruction Permit (upgrade, new, renewal, or transfer from our-of-state) $28.00 

Identification Card (new, renewal or transfer from out of state) $28.00 

Address change, Name change, or a Replacement Driver License or Identification Card $15.00 

Motorcycle Instruction Permit (new license or within renewal period) $28.00 

Conversion of a Motorcycle Instruction Permit $28.00 

Commercial Driver License (renewal, Instruction Permit, or transfer from out-of-state) $33.00 

Conversion of a CDL Instruction Permit $33.00 

Commercial Driver License Endorsement test(s) $15.00 each 

 
The fee for a Commercial Driver License does not include the skill (drive) test. The skill test must be conducted by a third-party tester and the tester 
may charge up to $90 plus tax for testing. 
 
For testing purposes, the fee allows you three attempts to pass a test within a 6-month period. After 3 attempts, or 6-months, the fee must be paid 
again. (SDCL 32-12-2) 
 
A proration of fees is given to applicants under 21 years of age who are being issued less than a 5-year license. 
 

²Ƙƻ /ŀƴΩǘ DŜǘ ŀ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΚ 
¶ Persons under 14 years of age. 

¶ Persons who have a license or driving privilege withdrawal in South Dakota or any other state. 

¶ Persons who have accumulated child support arrearages of $1,000 or more.  (These people may be eligible for one 6-month temporary 
license.) 

¶ Person present illegally in the U.S. 

¶ Person who have been determined medically or psychologically unfit to drive.  

http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/documents/CONSENTFORUSEOFSOUTHDAKOTAADDRESS7-20-10_001.pdf
http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/documents/CONSENTFORUSEOFSOUTHDAKOTAADDRESS7-20-10_001.pdf
https://dps.sd.gov/resource-library
mailto:DPSDL@state.sd.us
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PREFACE 
 
Riding a motorcycle is fun and can be a great means of transportation. But proper skills and knowledge are needed to ride safely in traffic conditions. 
This 18th edition of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Motorcycle Operator Manual* contains tips and strategies to help riders manage risk. The 
Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘǿƻ- and three-wheel motorcycle 
riders. Topics covered include motorcycle controls, developing effective street strategies, group riding, riding with a passenger, and more. 
Additional resources are available at MSF-USA.org, including the new MSF Basic eCourse, with interactive online exercises. But the best way to 
learn to ride is through formal hands-on training, like with the MSF Basic RiderCourseΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ 
with the help of MSF-certified RiderCoaches. 
Making motorcycling safer, and as a result more fun, is our goal.  

 

Erik Pritchard  

President  

Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The original Motorcycle Operator Manual was developed by the National Public Services Research Institute under contract to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration as part of a 

cooperative agreement between NHTSA and the MSF. Continuing to help state agencies with their licensing programs, the MSF offers the source files of this booklet to them at no charge. 

Write to MSF@MSF-USA.org for more information. 
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THE RIDER AND THE MOTORCYCLE 

aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛǘǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƘŀƭŦΦ bƻǘ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉŀssive driver, but as an 
active rider leaning into a string of smooth corners, playing along with the rhythm of the road; shifting, accelerating, and braking with precision. 
Whether you ride to and from work or prefer the camaraderie of a group ride on the weekend, motorcycling engages all your senses and creates an 
exhilarating sense of freedom.  
 
Along with that freedom comes responsibility. All states require some form of license or endorsement to demonstrate you possess a minimum level 
of skill and knowledge. This booklet and other motorcycle publications can help prepare you to be successful. You might also consider taking a formal 
hands-ƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ and mental 
strategies, so you can be a safer, more alert rider and enjoy riding that much more.  
 
The diagram above illustrates the complex environment that awaits you, and supports the concept that, as the Motorcycle Safety Foundation says, 
ά{ŀŦŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΦέ 
 
Successfully operating a motorcycle is a much more involved task than driving a car. Motorcycling requires strength, coordination, and balance, as 
well as a heightened sense of awareness and position amidst other roadway users. A motorcycle is more responsive than a car, but is also more 
sensitive to outside forces, like irregular road surfaces or crosswinds. A motorcycle is also less visible than a car due to its narrower profile and offers 
far less protection by exposing its rider to other traffic and the elements. All these risks can be managed through training and education.
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PREPARING TO RIDE 

 

WEAR THE RIGHT GEAR 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŘŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜŀǊ ƛǎ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳΦ Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŎǊŀǎƘΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǊ better chance of avoiding serious injury if you wear: 
Â A DOT-compliant helmet  

Â Face or eye protection 

Â Protective clothing 

 

Helmet Use 
Crashes can occur τ particularly among untrained, beginning riders. And one out of every five 
motorcycle crashes results in head or neck injuries. Head injuries are just as severe as neck 
injuries τ and far more common. Crash analyses show that head and neck injuries account for 
a majority of serious and fatal injuries to motorcyclists. Research also shows that, with few 
exceptions, head and neck injuries are reduced by properly wearing a quality helmet. 
 
Some riders choose not to wear a helmet. But, here are some facts to consider: 
Â A DOT-compliant helmet lets you see as far to the sides as necessary. Studies show that a 

helmet does not keep a rider from spotting danger.  
Â Most crashes happen on short trips (less than five miles long), just a few minutes after 

starting out. 
Â Most riders are riding slower than 30 mph when a crash occurs. At these speeds, helmets can cut both the number and the severity of head and 

neck injuries by half.  
 
No matter what the speed, helmeted riders are three times more likely to survive head injuries than those not wearing helmets at the time of the 
crash. The single most important thing you can do to improve your chances if you crash is to wear a securely fastened, quality helmet. 
 

Helmet Selection 
Recommended are two primary types of helmets, providing two different levels of coverage: three-quarter and full face. 
 
Whichever style you choose, you can get the most protection by making sure that the helmet: 
Â Is designed to meet US Department of Transportation (DOT) and state standards. Helmets with a label from the Snell Memorial Foundation also 

give you an assurance of quality. 
Â Fits snugly, all the way around. 
Â Has no obvious defects such as cracks, loose padding or frayed straps. 
 
Whatever helmet you decide on, keep it securely fastened on your head when you ride. Otherwise, if you are involved in a crash, it might fly off your 
head before it gets a chance to protect you. 
 

Eye and Face Protection 
A plastic impact-resistant faceshield can help protect your whole face in a crash. It also protects you from wind, dust, dirt, rain, insects and pebbles 
ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜǾƻǘŜ your full attention 
to the road.  
 
DƻƎƎƭŜǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦŀŎŜǎƘƛŜƭŘ does. A windshield attached to the motorcycle is not a 
substitute for a faceshield or goggles. Most windshields will not protect your eyes from the wind. Neither will eyeglasses or sunglasses. Glasses 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōƭƻw off when you turn your head while riding, or in windy conditions. 
 
To be effective, eye or faceshield protection must: 

Â Be free of scratches. 
Â Be resistant to penetration. 

What you do before you begin a ride goes a long way toward riding safely and effectively.  Before any ride, a safety-minded rider makes a point 
to: 

1. Wear the right gear. 
2. Become familiar with the motorcycle.  
3. Check the motorcycle parts and controls 
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Â Give a clear view to either side. 

Â Fasten securely, so it does not blow off. 
Â Permit air to pass through, to reduce fogging. 
Â Permit enough room for eyeglasses or sunglasses, if needed. 
 
Tinted eye protection should not be worn when little outside light is available. 
 

Clothing 
The right clothing protects you. It also provides comfort as well as protection from heat, cold, debris 
and hot and moving parts of the motorcycle. It can also make you more visible to others. 
Â Jacket and pants should cover arms and legs completely. They should fit snugly enough to keep 

from flapping in the wind, yet loosely enough to allow you to move freely. Leather offers the 
most protection. Sturdy synthetic material provides a lot of protection as well. Wear a jacket 
even in warm weather to prevent dehydration. Many are designed to protect without getting 
ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ άōƻŘȅ ŀǊƳƻǊέ 
inserts in critical body areas for additional protection.  

Â Boots or shoes should be high and sturdy enough to cover your ankles and give them support. 
Soles should be made of hard, durable, slip resistant material. Keep heels short so they do not 
ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΦ ¢ǳŎƪ ƛƴ ƭŀŎŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƻǊŎycle. 

Â Gloves allow a better grip and help protect your hands. Your gloves should be made of leather 
or similar durable material. 

Â Hearing protection reduces noise while allowing you to hear important sounds such as car horns 
or sirens. Long term exposure to engine and wind noise can cause permanent hearing damage even if you wear a full-face helmet. Whether you 
choose disposable foam plugs or reusable custom molded devices, be sure you adhere to state laws regarding hearing protection. 

 
In cold or wet weather, your clothes should keep you warm and dry, as well as protect you from injury. You cannot control a motorcycle well if you 
are numb. Riding for long periods in cold weather can cause severe chill and fatigue. A winter jacket should resist wind and fit snugly at the neck, 
wrists and waist. Good quality rain suits designed for motorcycle riding resist tearing apart or ballooning up at high speeds.  
 

KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE 
There are plenty of things on the highway that can cause you trouble. Your motorcycle should not be one of them. To make sure that your 
ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻǿƴΥ 
Â Start with the right motorcycle for you. It should fit you well. 
Â Read ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΦ 
Â Be familiar with the controls. 
Â Check the motorcycle before every ride. 
Â Keep it in safe riding condition between rides. 
Â Avoid add-ons and modifications that make it more difficult to handle. 
 

The Right Motorcycle For You 
CƛǊǎǘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ άŦƛǘέ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ground while you are seated on the motorcycle, and 
the controls should be easy to operate. Smaller motorcycles are usually easier for beginners to operate.  
 

At a minimum, your street-legal motorcycle should have: CLOTHING 

Â Headlight, taillight and brake light. 
Â Front and rear brakes. 
Â Turn signals. 
Â Horn. 
Â Two mirrors. 

 
Borrowing and Lending 
Borrowers and lenders of motorcycles, beware. Crashes are more likely to occur among beginning 
riders τ especially in the first months of riding. Riding an unfamiliar motorcycle adds risk. If you 
borrow a motorcycle, get familiar with it away from traffic. And if you lend your motorcycle to 
friends, make sure they are licensed and know how to ride before allowing them out into traffic.  
bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜΣ ǊƛŘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ 
unfamiliar to you. More than half of all crashes involve riders with less than five months of 
experience on their motorcycle. 
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Get Familiar with the Motorcycle Controls 
aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ manual. This is 
particularly important if you are riding a borrowed motorcycle.  
If you are going to use an unfamiliar motorcycle: 

Â Check it out thoroughly 

Â Find out where everything is, particularly the turn signals, horn, headlight switch, fuel-supply valve and engine cut-off switch. Find and operate 
these items without having to look for them. 

Â Know the controls Work the throttle, clutch lever, brakes, and shifter a few times before you start riding. Be very familiar with the friction zone 

for manual transmissions. 
Â Ride very cautiously and be aware of surroundings. Accelerate gently, take turns more slowly and leave extra room for stopping. 
 

Check Your Motorcycle 
A motorcycle needs more frequent attention than a car. A minor technical failure on a car is seldom more than an inconvenience for the driver. The 
same failure on a motorcycle may result in a crash or having to leave your ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ LŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴanual. Be sure to absorb all of its 
important information. A motorcycle will continue to ride like new if it is maintained and routine inspections become part of its maintenance. 
 

A pre-ride inspection only takes a few minutes and should be done ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
components and it should be as routine and automatic as checking the weather forecast before heading out for the day. A convenient reminder 
developed by MSF is T-CLOCSSM. There is a T-/[h/{ άǘŜŀǊ-ƻǳǘέ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇΦ ! ¢-CLOCS inspection should be 
conducted before every ride, and includes checks of: 

 
T τ Tires and Wheels 

Â Check tire inflation pressure, treadwear and general condition of sidewalls and tread surface. 
Â Try the front and rear brake levers one at a time. Make sure each feels firm and holds the motorcycle when fully applied. 
 

C τ Controls 

Â Make sure the clutch and throttle operate smoothly. The throttle should snap back to fully closed when released. The clutch should feel tight and 
should operate smoothly. 
Â Try the horn. Make sure it works. 
 

L τ Lights and Electrics 

Â Check both headlight and taillight. Test the switch to make sure both high and low beams work. 
Â Turn on both right- and left-hand turn signals. Make sure all lights are working properly. 
Â Try both brakes and make sure each one turns on the brake light. 
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Â /ƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΦ !ŘƧǳǎǘ Ŝach mirror so you can see the 
lane behind and the lane next to you. When properly adjusted, a mirror may show the edge of your arm or shoulder ς ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
and to the side that are important. 

 

O τ Oil and Other Fluids  

Â Check engine oil and transmission fluid levels. 
Â Check the brake hydraulic fluid and coolant level, if equipped, weekly.  
Â Be sure your fuel valve is open, if equipped, before starting out. With the fuel valve closed, your motorcycle may start with only the fuel that is 

still in the lines but will stall once the lines are empty. 
Â Look underneath the motorcycle for signs of an oil or fuel leak. 
 

C τ Chassis 

Â Check the front suspension. Ensure there is no binding. The rear shocks and springs should move smoothly. 
Â LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƛƴ ƻǊ ōŜƭǘΣ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƻŎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŀǊ ƻǊ damage. 
 

S τ Stands 

Â Ensure the side stand operates smoothly and that the spring holds it tightly in the up position. If equipped, the center stand should also be held 
firmly against the frame whenever the motorcycle is moving.   

 
Additionally, regular maintenance such as tune-ups and oil changes are important. Wear and tear is normal with use; routine maintenance will 
help prevent costly breakdowns. The schedule for regular upkeep for motorcycle parts and controls is contained in the motorcyŎƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ 
manual.  

 

KNOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
ά!ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘέ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊŜǎŜŜƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ Ƴƻst people involved in a 
crash should probably claim some responsibility for what takes place.  
 
Consider a situation where someone decides to drive through an intersection on a yellow light turning red. Your light turns green. You pull into the 
ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎǊŀǎƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎponsibility to stop, and it was 
your responsibility to look before moving out. Someone else might be the first to start the chain of events leading to a crasƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
of us free of our responsibility to reduce risk. 
 
!ǎ ŀ ǊƛŘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜr operators will see you or yield the right of way. To lessen your chances of a crash occurring: 
Â Be visible τ wear proper clothing, use your headlight, ride in the best lane position to see and be seen. 
Â Communicate your intentions τ use the proper signals, brake light and lane position. 
Â Maintain an adequate space cushion τ when following, being followed, lane sharing, passing and being passed. 
Â Search your path of travel 12 seconds ahead. 
Â Identify and separate hazards. 

Â Be prepared to act τ remain alert and know how to carry out proper crash-avoidance skills, like firm braking or swerving.  
 
.ƭŀƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŀǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳt separates responsible 
riders from the rest. Remember, it is up to you to keep from being the cause of, or an unprepared participant in, any crash.  
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RIDE WITHIN YOUR ABILITIES 

BASIC VEHICLE CONTROL 
Body Position 
 

To control a motorcycle well: 

Â Posture τ Position yourself comfortably so you are able to operate all the controls and steer 
effectively. This helps you interact well with your motorcycle and allows you to react quickly to 
hazards. 
Â Seat τ Sit far enough forward so that arms are slightly bent when you hold the handgrips. Bending 
your arms permits you to press on the handlebars without having to reach too far. 
Â Hands τ Hold the handgrips firmly to keep your grip over rough surfaces. Start with your right wrist 
flat. This will help you keep from accidentally using too much throttle. Also, adjust the handlebars so 
your hands are even with or below your elbows. This permits you to use the proper muscles for proper 
steering.  
Â Knees τ Keep your knees against the gas tank to help you keep your balance as the motorcycle 
turns. 
Â Feet τ YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŘǊŀƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘ 
catches on something, you could be injured, and it could affect your control of the motorcycle. Keep 
your feet near the controls so ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
downward τ they may get caught between the road and the footrests. 

 

Shifting Gears 
There is more to shifting gears than simply getting the motorcycle to pick up speed smoothly. 
Learning to use the gears when downshifting, turning or starting on hills is equally important for safe 
motorcycle operation. 
 
The gearshift lever is located in front of the left footrest and is operated by the left foot. To shift 
άǳǇέ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƎŜŀǊΣ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƭŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΦ ¢ƻ ŘƻǿƴǎƘƛŦǘΣ 
press the shift lever down and release. The shift lever changes one gear each time it is lifted or 
pressed down. Whenever the lever is released, spring loading returns it to center, where the 
mechanism resets for the next shift up or down. A typical gear pattern is 1-N2-3-4-5. The N is for 
neutral, which is ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ άƘŀƭŦ ƭƛŦǘέ ŦǊƻƳ мǎǘ ƎŜŀǊ ƻǊ ŀ άƘŀƭŦ ǇǊŜǎǎέ ŦǊƻƳ нƴŘ ƎŜŀǊΦ  
 
Most motorcycles have five gears, but some have four or six gears. 

 

As your motorcycle increases speed, you will need to shift up to a higher gear.  Shift up well before the engine RPM reaches its maximum 
recommended speed. As a general rule, shift up soon enough to avoid overrevving the engine, but not so soon to cause the engine to lug. 

 
When upshifting, use a 3-step process: 1) Roll off the throttle as you squeeze the clutch lever, 2) lift the shift lever firmly as far as it will go and 
release, 3) smoothly ease out the clutch lever and adjust the throttle.  
 
You should shift down through the gears using the clutch lever as you slow or stop. You can also shift down when you need more power to accelerate.  
Make certain you are riding slowly enough when you shift into a lower gear. If not, the motorcycle will lurch, and the rear wheel may skid. When 
riding downhill or shifting into first gear you may need to use the brakes to slow sufficiently before downshifting safely. 
 
When downshifting, use a 3-step process: 1) Roll off the throttle as you squeeze the clutch lever, 2) press the shift lever down firmly and release, 
3) ease out the clutch lever as you roll on the throttle. Rolling on the throttle slightly while smoothly easing out the clutch lever can help the engine 
come up to speed more quickly and make the downshift smoother. Shifting to a lower gear causes an effect similar to using the brakes. This is 
known as engine braking. To use engine braking, shift down one gear at a time and ease out the clutch lever through the friction zone between 
each downshift. Stay in the friction zone until the engine speed stabilizes. Then ease out the lever fully until ready for the next downshift. Usually 
you shift gears one at a time, but it is possible to shift through more than one gear while the clutch lever is squeezed.  
 
Remain in first gear while you are stopped so that you can move out quickly if you need to. 
 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻǊ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ learn only through 
practice, preferably in a formal course of instruction like an MSF RiderCourse. But control begins with knowing your abilities and riding within 
them, along with knowing and obeying the rules of the road. 
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Work toward a smooth, even clutch lever release, especially when downshifting. It is best to change gears before entering a turn. However, 
sometimes shifting while in the turn is necessary. If so, remember to do so smoothly. A sudden change in power to the rear wheel can cause a skid. 

Braking 
Improper braking remains a significant contributing factor in many motorcycle crashes. Most motorcycles have two brake controls: one for the front 
wheel and one for the rear wheel.  Always use both brakes every time you slow or stop. The front brake is more powerful and can provide 70% or 
more of your total stopping power. The front brake is safe to use if you use it properly.   
 
Maximum straight-line braking is accomplished by fully applying both front and rear brakes without locking either wheel.    
 

To do this: 

Â Squeeze the front brake smoothly, firmly and with progressively more force. Do not grab the brake lever or use abrupt pressure. 

Â !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ transfers forward, more traction becomes available at the front wheel, so the front brake can be applied more 
firmly after braking begins. 

Â Keep your knees against the tank and your eyes up, looking well ahead. This helps you stop the motorcycle in a straight line. 
Â Apply light-to-lighter pressure to the rear brake pedal to prevent a rear wheel skid. As weight transfers forward less traction is available 

at the rear.  
¦ǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŜrgency. Squeeze the 
front brake and press down on the rear. Grabbing at the front brake or jamming down on the rear can cause the brakes to lock, resulting in control 
problems. 

Braking in a Corner 
Any time a motorcycle is leaned over, the amount of traction available for braking is reduced. The greater the lean angle, the more the possibility of 
the tires losing traction.  
 
To stop as quickly and as safely as possible in a curve, and depending on road and traffic conditions, try to get the motorcycle as perpendicular to 
the road as possible, then brake. If conditions do not allow, brake smoothly and gradually, but do not apply as much braking force as you would if 
the motorcycle were straight up. As you slow, you can reduce your lean angle, and as more traction becomes available for braking, you can more 
firmly apply the brakes, so that by the time the motorcycle is stopped, the motorcycle is straight up, and the handlebars are squared. Doing this 
well takes practice. 
 

Linked and Integrated Braking Systems 
Some motorcycles have linked braking which connects the front and rear brakes on the motorcycle and applies braking pressure to both brakes when 
either the front lever or rear pedal is applied. An integrated braking system is a variation of the linked system in which partial front braking is applied 
ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ōǊŀƪŜ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΦ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǎe of these systems. 

 

Anti-Lock Braking Systems (ABS)  
ABS is designed to prevent wheel lock-up and avoid skids when stopping in panic situations. ABS operates when 
too much pressure is applied on either the front or rear brake control. If electronic sensors detect a possible 
wheel lock, brake pressure is released then reapplied to maintain maximum braking effectiveness if the brake 
controls remain applied.  
 
ABS is capable of releasing and reapplying pressure more than 15 times per second. 
 

Turning 
Approach turns and curves with caution. Riders often try to take curves or turns too fast. When thŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ 
the turn, they end up crossing into another lane of traffic or going off the road. Or, they overreact and brake too 
hard, causing a skid and loss of control.  
 
The following four steps will help you learn to turn effectively. Note that in actual use these steps may overlap: 
Â SLOW τ Reduce speed before the turn by closing the throttle and, if necessary, applying both brakes. 
Â LOOK τ Look through the turn to where you want to go. Turn just your head, not your shoulders, and keep 
your eyes level with the horizon. 
Â PRESS τ To turn, the motorcycle must lean. To lean the motorcycle, press on the handgrip in the direction 
of the turn. Press left handgrip τ lean left τ go left. Press right handgrip τ lean right τ go right. The higher 
the speed in a turn, or the sharper the turn, the greater the lean angle needs to be. 
Â ROLL τ Roll on the throttle to maintain or slightly increase speed. This helps stabilize the motorcycle. 
 
In regular turns, the rider and the motorcycle should lean together at the same angle. 
 
In slow, tight turns, counterbalance by leaning the motorcycle only and keeping your body upright.  
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KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άŎǳǎƘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜέ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ clear view of traffic 
situations, so that if someone else makes a mistake, you will have: 
Â More time to respond. 
Â More space to maneuver, including an escape path if necessary. 
 

Lane Positions 
Successful motorcyclists know that they are safer when clearly seen by others. In some ways the size of the motorcycle can work to your advantage. 
Each traffic lane gives a motorcycle three paths of travel, as indicated in the illustration.  
 
Your lane choice should help you: 
Â Increase your ability to see and be seen. 
Â !ǾƻƛŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ōƭƛƴŘ ǎǇƻǘǎΦ 
Â Avoid surface hazards. 
Â Communicate your intentions. 
Â Avoid windblast from other vehicles. 
Â Provide an escape path. 
Â Set up for turns. 
 
Many motorcyclists consider the left third of the lane ς the left tire track of automobiles ς to be their default lane position. But consider varying your 
lane position as conditions warrant, keeping in mind that no portion of the lane need be avoided τ including the center. 
 
You should position yourself in the portion of the lane where you are most likely to be seen and you can maintain a space cushion around you. 
Change position as traffic situations change. Ride in path 2 or 3 if vehicles and other potential problems are on your left only. Remain in path 1 or 2 
if hazards are on your right only. If vehicles are being operated on both sides of you, the center of the lane, path 2, is usually your best option.   
 
Remember, the center third of the lane is the place where debris and oil drippings from cars collect and where hazards such as surface covers are 
located. Unless the road is wet, the typical center strip permits adequate traction. You can operate to the left or right of the grease strip and still 
be within the center third of the traffic lane. Avoid riding on big buildups of oil and grease usually found at busy intersections or tollbooths. 
 
9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ hƴŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ blind spot. 

Following Another Vehicle 
άCƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎe to stop as cars. Normally, 
a minimum of two seconds distance should be maintained when following a vehicle. 
To gauge your following distance: 

Â Pick out a marker, such as a pavement marking or lamppost, on or near the road ahead. 
Â When the rear ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊΣ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΥ άƻƴŜ-thousand-one, one thousand-ǘǿƻΦέ 
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Â If you reach the marker before you reach άǘǿƻΣέ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΦ 
 
A two-second following distance leaves a minimum amount of space to stop or swerve if the driver ahead stops suddenly. It also permits a better 
view of potholes and other hazards in the road.  

 
A larger cushion of space is needed if your motorcycle will take longer than normal to stop. If the pavement is slippery, if you cannot see through 
the vehicle ahead, or if traffic is heavy and someone may squeeze in front of you, open up a three-second or more following distance. 
 
Keep well behind the vehicle ahead even when you are stopped. This will make it easier to get out of the way if someone bears down on you from 
behind. It will also give you a cushion of space if the vehicle ahead starts to back up for some reason. 
 
When behind a car, ride where the driver can see you in the inside rearview mirror. Riding in the center portion of the lane should put you in view.  
 
Riding at the far side of a lane may permit a driver to see you in a sideview mirror. But remember that most ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛŘŜǾƛŜǿ 
mirrors nearly as often as they check the inside mirror. If the traffic situation allows, the center portion of the lane is usually the best place for you 
to be seen by the drivers ahead and prevent others encroaching into your space. 
 

Being Followed 
Speeding up to lose someone following too closely can end up with someone tailgating you at a higher speed. 
 
A better way to handle tailgaters is to get them in front of you. When someone is following too closely, try to ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǇŀǎǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ 
slow down and open up extra space ahead to allow room for both you and the tailgater to stop. This will also encourage them to pass. If they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭƎŀǘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ to react in case an emergency does develop ahead. 
 
You can also turn off the roadway and re-enter later or use a parking area to do the same thing. 
Passing  

1. Ride in the left portion of the lane at a safe following distance to increase your line of 
sight and make you more visible. Signal and check for oncoming traffic. Use your mirrors 
and turn your head to check your blind spot. 

2. When safe, move into the left lane and accelerate. SeleŎǘ ŀ ƭŀƴŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

crowd the car and provides space to avoid hazards in your lane.  

3. 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ǎǇƻǘ  

4. Signal again, and complete mirror and head checks before returning to your original lane 

and then cancel the signal. Remember, passes must be completed within posted speed 

limits, and only where permitted. Know your signs and roadway markings! 
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Being Passed 
When you are being passed from behind, stay in the center portion of your lane. Riding close to the passing vehicle could put you in a hazardous 
situation.  
 
Avoid being hit by considering: 

Â The other vehicle τ A slight mistake by you or the passing driver could 

cause a sideswipe. 

Â Extended mirrors τ Some drivers forget that their mirrors hang out 

farther than their fenders. 

Â Objects thrown from windows τ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀ 

passenger may not see you and might toss something on you or the road 

ahead of you. 

Â Blasts of wind from larger vehicles τ They can affect your control. You 

have more room for error if you are in the farther portion when hit by this 

blast than if you are closer to their lane. 

 

Lane Sharing 
Cars and motorcycles need a full lane to operate safely. Lane sharing is usually 
prohibited. 
 
Riding between rows of stopped or moving cars in the same lane can leave you vulnerable to the unexpected. A hand could come out of a window; 
a door could open; a car could turn suddenly. Discourage lane sharing by others. Keep a center-portion position whenever drivers might be tempted 
to squeeze by you. Drivers are most tempted to do this: 
Â In heavy, bumper-to-bumper traffic. 
Â When they want to pass you. 
Â When you are preparing to turn at an intersection. 
Â When you are moving into an exit lane or leaving a highway. 

 

Merging Vehicles 
Drivers on an entrance ramp may not see you on the highway. Give them plenty of room. Change to another 
lane if one is open. If there is no room for a lane change, adjust speed to open up space for the merging 
vehicle. 
 

Vehicles Alongside 
Do not ride next to cars or trucks in other lanes if you do not have to. You might be in the blind spot and a 
vehicle could switch into your lane without warning. Vehicles in the next lane also block your escape if you 
come upon danger in your own lane. Speed up or drop back to find a place clear of traffic on both sides. 
 

SEE  
Good, experienced riders are always aware of what is going on around them. They reduce their risk by using 
a{CΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ-step SEE strategy:  
Â Search  
Â Evaluate  
Â Execute  
 
SEE will help you assess what is going on in traffic so you can plan and implement the safest course of action 
ŀǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŜps. 
 

Search  
How assertively you search, and how much time and space you have, can eliminate or minimize risk. As you 
search, focus on finding potential escape paths, especially in or around intersections, shopping areas and school 
and construction zones. 
 
hƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ άwƛŘŜǊwŀŘŀǊέ ǘƻ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΣ 
and behind you to avoid potential hazards even before they arise. There ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ άƭŜŀŘ ǘƛƳŜǎέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ 
First, have at least a 2-second following distance. Scanning your 4-second urgent path can allow you time for a 
quick response if something should go wrong. Anything that is within 4 seconds of your path is considered 
immediate because 4 seconds can provide enough time and space to swerve and/or brake for fixed hazards or 
for someone or something entering your path. 
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Finally, search for hazards that are further out, looking ahead to an area it would take about 12 seconds 
to reach. This provides time to prepare for a situation before it becomes urgent. 
 
Using the SEE strategy will help you to Search for a variety of factors such as: 
Â Oncoming traffic that may turn left in front of you. 
Â Traffic coming from the left and from the right. 
Â Traffic approaching from behind. 
Â Hazardous road conditions that require you to be alert, especially in areas with limited visibility. 
±ƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ άōǳǎȅέ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 

 

Evaluate 
Evaluate means to think about how hazards can interact to create risks for you. Anticipate potential 
problems and have a plan to reduce risks: 
Â Road and surface characteristics such as potholes, guardrails, bridges, telephone poles and trees may 

influence your riding strategy. 
Â Traffic control devices including traffic signals, warning signs, and pavement markings, which will 

require you to carefully evaluate circumstances ahead. 
Â Vehicles and other traffic that may move into your path and increase the likelihood of a crash. Think 

about your time and space requirements in order to maintain a margin of safety and give yourself time 
to react if an emergency arises. 

Â Escape paths need to be available and these can be in front or to the sides. 

 

Execute 
Finally, Execute your decision with smoothness and precision. To create more space and minimize harm from any hazard, take action by: 
Â Communicating your presence with lights and/or horn. 
Â Adjusting your speed by accelerating, stopping or slowing. 
Â Adjusting your position and/ or direction by swerving, changing lanes, or moving to another position within your lane. 
 

!ǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŀŘŀƎŜ άƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜέ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΦ  Adjust speed to permit two hazards to separate. Then deal with them one 
at a time as single hazards. Decision-making becomes more complex with three or more hazards. Evaluate the consequences of each and give equal 
distance to the hazards. 

 
In potential high-risk areas, such as intersections, shopping areas, and school and construction zones, cover the clutch and both brakes to reduce the 
time you need to react. 

 

INTERSECTIONS 
The greatest potential for conflict between you and other traffic is at intersections. An intersection can be in the middle of an urban area or at a 
driveway on a residential street τ anywhere traffic may cross your path of travel. Over one-half of motorcycle/car crashes are caused by drivers 
ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-of-way. Cars that turn left in front of you, including cars turning left from the lane on your right, and cars on side streets that 
pull into your lane, are the biggest dangers. Your use of SEE at intersections for added time end space is critical.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ bŜǾŜǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ άŜȅŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦέ ¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ 
him or her. The only eyes that you can count on ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ LŦ ŀ ŎŀǊ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǘƘΣ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭΦ DƻƻŘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘǊƻǳōƭŜέ τ not to get into it, but to stay out of it. 
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Decrease your risk by being seen at intersections. Ride with your headlight on and be in a lane position 
that provides the best view of oncoming traffic. Provide a space cushion around the motorcycle that gives 
you an escape path. When approaching an intersection where a vehicle driver is preparing to cross your 
path, slow and select a lane position to increase your visibility to that driver. Cover the clutch lever and 
both brakes to reduce reaction time. As you enter the intersection, move away from the vehicle. Do not 
change speed or position radically, as drivers might think you are preparing to turn. Be prepared to brake 
hard and hold your position if an oncoming vehicle turns in front of you, especially if there is other traffic 
around you. This strategy should also be used whenever a vehicle in the oncoming lane of traffic is 
signaling for a left turn, whether at an intersection or not. 
 

Blind Intersections  
If you approach a blind intersection, move to the portion of the lane that will bring you into another 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ vision at the earliest possible moment. In this picture, the rider has moved to the left 
portion of the lane τ away from the parked car τ so the driver on the cross street can see him earlier. 
 
Remember, the key is to see as much as possible and remain visible to others while protecting your 
space. 
 

If you have a stop sign or stop line, stop there first. Then edge forward and stop again, just short of 

where the cross-traffic lane meets your lane. From that position, lean your body forward and look 

around buildings, parked cars or bushes to see if anything is coming.   

 

Just make sure your front wheel stays out of the cross lane of travel wƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΦ 

 

Passing Parked Cars 
When passing parked cars, stay toward the left of your lane. You can avoid problems caused by doors 
opening, drivers getting out of cars or people stepping from between cars. If oncoming traffic is present, 
it is usually best to remain in the center-lane position to maximize your space cushion on both sides. 
 
A bigger problem can occur if the driver pulls away from the curb without checking for traffic behind. Even 
if he does look, he may fail to see you.  
 
In either event, the driver might cut into your path. Slow down or change lanes to make room for someone 
who might cut in. 
 
Cars making a sudden U-turn are dangerous. They may cut you off entirely, blocking the whole roadway 
and leaving you with no place to ƎƻΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻΣ ǎƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
attention. Use your horn and continue with caution. 
 

Parking at the Roadside 
If parking in a parallel parking space next to a curb, position the motorcycle at an angle with the rear wheel 
to the curb. (Note: Some cities have ordinances that require motorcycles to park parallel to the curb.) 
 

INCREASING CONSPICUITY 
In crashes with motorcyclists, drivers often say that they never saw the motorcycle. From ahead or behind, 
ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎŀǊΩǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
for, and most drivers are not looking for motorcycles.  

 
A good strategy to use is to pretend you're invisible. If you assume other motorists can't see you, you 
will tend to ride in a hyper-aware mindset and notice more details in your surroundings. 
 
9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎŀŦŜΦ {ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ 
they actually are. It is common for drivers  
to pull out in front of motorcyclists, thinking they have plenty of time. Too often, they are wrong. 
 
However, you can do many things to make it easier for others to recognize you and your motorcycle. 
 

Clothing 
Most crashes occur during daylight hours. Wear bright-colored clothing to increase your chances of being 
seen. Remember, your body is half of the visible surface area of the rider/ motorcycle unit. 
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Bright orange, red, yellow or green jackets/vests are your best bets for being seen. Your helmet can do more than protect you in a crash. Brightly 
colored helmets can also help others see you. 
 
Any bright color is better than drab or dark colors. Reflective, bright-colored clothing (helmet and jacket/vest) is best. 
 
Reflective material on a vest and on the sides of the helmet will help drivers coming from the side to spot you. Reflective material can also be a big 
help for drivers both ahead and behind. 
 

Headlight 
A good way to help others see your motorcycle is to have the headlight on τ at all times.  Studies show that, during the day, a motorcycle with its 
light on is twice as likely to be noticed. Use low beam at night and in fog. 
 

Signals 
The signals on a motorcycle are similar to those on a car. They tell others what you plan to do. 
 
However, due tƻ ŀ ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ 
plan to change lanes or turn. Use them even when you think no one else is around. Your signal lights make 
ȅƻǳ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳǊn signals even when what you plan to do is 
obvious. 
 
When you enter a freeway, drivers approaching from behind are more likely to see your signal blinking 
and make room for you. 
 
Turning your signal light on before each turn reduces confusion and frustration for the traffic around you. 
Once you turn, make sure your signal is off or a driver may pull directly into your path, thinking you plan 
ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¦ǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǳǊƴ ǎƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
you intend to do. 
 

Brake Light 
¸ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ōǊŀƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƻthers notice you by flashing 
your brake light before you slow down. It is especially important to flash your brake light before: 
Â You slow more quickly than others might expect (turning off a highspeed highway). 
Â You slow where others may not expect it (in the middle of a block or at an alley).  

Â You are stopped at an intersection with traffic approaching from behind. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ŦƭŀǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƭƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƛƭƎŀǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ you and not see something 
ahead that will make you slow down. This will hopefully discourage them from tailgating and warn them of hazards ahead they may not see. 

 

Using Your Mirrors 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
behind.  
 
¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ 
decision about how to handle trouble ahead.  
 
Frequent mirror checks should be part of your normal searching routine. Make a special point of using 
your mirrors: 
ω When you are stopped at an intersection. 
Watch cars coming up from behind. If the drivers 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ 
before they see you. 
ω Before you change lanes. Make sure no one is 
about to pass you. 
ω Before you slow down. The driver behind may 
not expect you to slow or may be unsure about 
where you will slow. For example, you signal a turn 
and the driver thinks you plan to turn at a distant 
intersection, rather than at a nearer driveway. 
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Most motorcycles have rounded (convex) mirrors. These provide a wider view of the road behind than do flat mirrors. They also make cars seem 
farther away than they actually are. If you are not used to convex mirrors, get familiar with them. (While you are stopped, pick out a parked car in 
your mirror. Form a mental image of how far away it is. Then, turn around and look at it to see how good your estimate was.) Practice with your 
mirrors until you become a good judge of distance. Even then, allow extra distance before you change lanes.  
 

Head Checks 
Checking your mirrors is not enough.  

 
aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ άōƭƛƴŘ ǎǇƻǘǎέ ƭƛƪŜ ŎŀǊǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƭŀƴŜǎΣ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ 
 
On a road with several lanes, check the far lane and the one next to you. A driver in the distant lane may head for the same space you plan to take. 
Frequent head checks should be your normal scanning routine, also. Only by knowing what is happening all around you are you fully prepared to 
deal with it. 

 

Horn 
Be ready to use ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 
 
It is a good idea to give a quick beep before passing anyone that may move into your lane.  
 

Here are some situations: 

Â A driver in the lane next to you is driving too closely to the vehicle ahead and may want to pass. 
Â A parked car Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ 
Â Someone is in the street, riding a bicycle or walking. 
 
In an emergency, sound your horn loud and long. Be ready to stop or swerve away from the danger. 
 
YŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ƘƻǊƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƭƻǳŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǊΩǎ τ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ 
maneuver, are appropriate along with the horn. 
 

Riding at Night 
At night it is harder for you to see and be seen. Picking your headlight or taillight out of the car lights around you is not easy for other drivers. To 
compensate, you should: 
Â Reduce Your Speed τ Ride slower than you would during the day τ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǊƻŀŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know well. This will increase your chances of avoiding a hazard. 
Â Increase Distance τ Distances are harder to judge at night. Your eyes rely upon shadows and light 

contrasts to determine how far away an object is and how fast it is coming. Open up a three-second 
following distance or more. And allow more distance to pass and be passed. 

Â Use the Car Ahead τ The headlights of the car ahead can give you a better view of the road than 
even your high beam can. Taillights bouncing up and down can alert you to bumps or rough 
pavement.  

Â Use Your High Beam τ Get all the light you can. Use your high beam whenever you are not 
following or meeting a car.  




