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This manual gives you information on safe driving rules and practices to help you become a safe driver.  Be sure to read the manual 
carefully.  Unless you know the information contained in this manual, you cannot pass the knowledge test.   

If you want a license to drive a commercial motor vehicle, you will need to read the Commercial Driver License (CDL) Manual.  If you 
want a license to drive a motorcycle, you will need to read the Motorcycle Manual. 

The Driver License 

Anyone who operates a motor vehicle or motor-driven cycle on public roadways in South Dakota is required to have a driver license.  
If you have a valid out of state non-commercial license, you are required to apply for a South Dakota driver license within 90 days of 
establishing residency in South Dakota.  If you are a commercial driver license holder, you must apply for a South Dakota license 
within 30 days of establishing residency in South Dakota.  South Dakota law states that every licensee shall have their driver license 
in their immediate possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle. 

The following people can drive on a valid operator license from their home state, so long as they are at least 16 years old. 

 Military- Members of the Armed Forces on active duty or members of foreign military on temporary duty with the Armed 
Forces, as well as their spouse and children. 

 Student- Students who are here to further their education and who are considered a non-resident for tuition purposes. 

You may obtain a driver license if you: 

¶ Are at least 14 years of age 

¶ Provide the required documents (see page 2) 

¶ Have parental/guardian consent if under age 18 for every application completed 

¶ Pass needed driver license test(s) 

¶ Turn in all existing driver license(s) or identification card(s) 

¶ Do not currently have suspended, revoked, or denied driving privileges in South Dakota or any other state 

¶ Are not in this country illegally 

¶ Have not been found by a court to be mentally incompetent, alcoholic, or a habitual user of illegal drugs 

¶ Have no unpaid fines for moving traffic violations 

¶ Are from a foreign country and can show U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services documents with date of legal 
presence in the United States 

 
DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS (photo copies are not acceptable) 
Every time you apply for a driver license/identification card an application and documents are required. 
 
Renewal of a driver license or ID card (must have a star in upper right corner): 

1. South Dakota driver license or ID card (with star in upper right corner) 
2. Two documents proving your residential address (must be less than one year old) 
3. Non-US citizens and transfers from other states must provide proof of lawful status in the U.S. (such as U.S. certified birth 

certificate, U.S. passport/passport card, certificate of citizenship/naturalization, permanent resident card, employment 
authorization card, or foreign passport with visa/I-94) 

4. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate, divorce decree, or court 
order) 

For information about online renewal (available every other renewal period) go to www.dps.sd.gov. 
 
Replacement of a South Dakota driver license or ID card (had a star in upper right corner): 

1. U.S. certified birth certificate, valid U.S. passport/passport card, certificate of citizenship/naturalization, valid permanent 
resident card, valid employment authorization document, or foreign passport with U.S. visa/I-94 

2. Second document proving identity (such as social security card, W-2 form, military ID, tribal ID, or other document 
approved by examiner) 

3. Two documents proving your residential address (must be less than one year old) 
4. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate, divorce decree, or court 

order) 
To request a duplicate online (once per renewal period) go to www.dps.sd.gov. 
 
 

http://www.dps.sd.gov/
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New South Dakota driver license or ID card (includes transfer from another state*) 
1. One document proving your date of birth, identity and lawful status or presence. If possible, select a document that has your current 

full legal name to avoid documenting any name change.  

¶ Valid, unexpired U.S. passport or U.S. passport card 

¶ Certified copy of a birth certificate issued by a state of the 
United States.  It must be a certified copy and have the 
stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A hospital-
issued certificate is not acceptable. 

¶ Applicants from U.S. Territories are required to supply a 
U.S. Passport or U.S. Passport Card 

¶ Consular Report of Birth Abroad issued by the U.S. 
Department of State (Form FS-240, DS-1350 or FS-545) 

¶ Certificate of Naturalization (Form N-550, N-570 or N-578) 

¶ Certificate of Citizenship (Form N-560, N-561 or N-645) 

¶ Unexpired Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) 

¶ Unexpired Employment Authorization Document (Form I-
766)  

¶ Record of Arrival and Departure (I-94) with attached photo 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ [awful Permanent 
wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ 

¶ Record of Arrival and Departure (I-фпύ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άwŜŦǳƎŜŜΣέ 
άtŀǊƻƭŜŜέ ƻǊ ά!ǎȅƭŜŜέ 

¶ Unexpired foreign passport accompanied by the approved 
I-фп ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
the United States 

¶ Valid foreign ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άtǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ L-ррмέ 

¶ Permit to Re-enter the United States (I-327) 

¶ Refugee Travel Document (I-571) 
 

2.  Check your name. Is your current full legal name different from the name listed on the identity document you are providing in step 1? 
Were you previously issued a South Dakota driver license or ID card with a name different from that listed on the identity document in 
step 1?  If you answered yes to one or both of the questions above, you must document your name change. If not, go to step 3. 

 
To document your name change, bring documents that connect the name on the identity document you selected to your current full legal 
name. Select the documents you will use (this can be more than one if needed to connect the name listed on your identity document to 
your current name).  

¶ Certified marriage certificate 

¶ Court order under petition for name change 

¶ Court order for name change in a divorce decree or decree of annulment 

¶ Court order for name change in a decree of adoption 
Any marriage certificate must be issued by the state office of vital statistics or equivalent agency in your state or country of marriage. It 
must be a certified copy and have the stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A church, chapel or similarly issued certificate is not 
acceptable. 
 
Any court order must contain your prior full legal name, your court-ordered full legal name and your date of birth; and be stamped with 
the official court seal (date stamps and file stamps are not the official court seal).  
 

3.  Document your Social Security number (SSN). Select one document you will use that contains your current name and SSN.  

¶ Social Security card 

¶ W-2 form 

¶ Social Security Administration 1099 form  

¶ Non-Social Security Administration 1099 form 

¶ Pay stub or statement with your name and full Social 
Security number on it 

¶ I am a temporary foreign national not authorized for 
employment. (You do not have to document a SSN, but 
South Dakota will verify your USCIS number. Make sure 
you are not authorized for employment. If you are eligible 
for employment but do not have a SSN, you are required 
to obtain and present one. 

 
4. Two documents proving your residential address (less than one year old). ! ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻf address is acceptable for a minor child 

όǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎύ.

¶ Utility bill 

¶ Pay stub or earnings statement 

¶ Rent receipt 

¶ Phone bill 

¶ Transcript or report card from accredited school 

¶ Bank statement 

¶ Mortgage document 

¶ Tax document 

¶ IƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎκǊŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ insurance policy 

¶ Other items with your address can be reviewed by the 
examiner 

 

Mail with post office box addresses are acceptable in areas not assigned a street or 911 addres.
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People Who Travel Full Time 
If you are using a South Dakota mail forwarding address, you will need to complete the Residency Affidavit. You will also 
need to provide a receipt from a South Dakota hotel/motel, campground or RV park to prove one night of stay within the 
last year and ONE DOCUMENT no more than ONE year old proving your personal mailbox (PMB) service address (receipt 
from the PMB business or a piece of mail with your PMB address on it). If you have friends or family in South Dakota and 
plan to use their address, you can complete and follow the instructions on the Consent for Use of Address form.  You can 
find these forms at the following link:  http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/applications_forms.aspx.  

 
Veterans 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
of their South Dakota driver license or identification card. In addition to the documents listed above, they will need to 
present one of the following: 
 

¶ DD-214 form which shows their honorable discharge status from active duty 

¶ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǾŜǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 

¶ DD Form 2 (Retired) 

¶ DD Form 2A (Reserve Retired) 
 

Note to current or new CDL applicants: If you are required to carry a medical examiners certificate (aka DOT medical 
card) you must show a valid card at the driver exam station. 

 
If you are unable to obtain any of the required documents please contact our office to see if exceptions are available. 

 
Selective Service Requirements 

Registering with the Selective Service is required for young men to stay eligible for Federal Student Aid, Job Training and 
Government Jobs.  Any male applicant aged 18 to 25 must submit on his driver license application that he has registered 
with the Selective Service, or that he is authorizing the Department of Public Safety to forward to the Selective Service the 
personal information necessary to register.  For more information regarding Selective Service Registration, contact Selective 
Service at 1-888-655-1825. 

Fees (subject to change) 

Cash, check, money order, credit, checking or debit cards are accepted. 

Regular Driver License or Instruction Permit (new, renewal or transfer from out-of-state)  $28.00 

Identification Card (new, renewal or transfer from out-of-state)    $28.00 

Amended/Replacement Driver License or Identification Card     $15.00 

Motorcycle Instruction Permit (if you already have a valid driver license)   $28.00 

Motorcycle Instruction Permit (new license or are within renewal period)   $28.00 

Conversion of valid Motorcycle or CDL Instruction Permit      $28.00/$33.00 

Commercial Driver License renewal, Instruction Permit or transfer from out-of-state  $33.00 

Commercial Driver License endorsement test(s)      $15.00 

The fee for a Commercial Driver License does not include the skill (drive) test.  The skill test must be conducted by a 
third-party tester and the tester may charge up to $90 plus tax for testing. 

For testing purposes, the fee allows you three attempts to pass a test within a 6-month period.  After 3 attempts, or 6-
months, the fee must be paid again. 

A proration of fees is given to applicants under 21 years of age who are being issued less than a 5-year license. 

http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/documents/RESIDENCYAFFIDAVIT_001.pdf
http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/documents/CONSENTFORUSEOFSOUTHDAKOTAADDRESS7-20-10_001.pdf
http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/applications_forms.aspx
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¶ Persons under 14 years of age. 

¶ Persons who have a license or driving privilege withdrawn in South Dakota or any other State. 

¶ Persons who have accumulated child support arrearages of $1,000 or more.  (These people will be issued one 
6 month temporary.) 

¶ Persons present illegally in the U.S. 

¶ Persons who have been determined medically or psychologically unfit to drive. 

 
Types of Driver Licenses 

Instruction Permit - To obtain an Instruction Permit, you must be at least 14 years of age and pass the vision and 

knowledge test.  The permit is valid for five years or on the same date as the expiration date on the valid documents 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ Ϸн8.00 (subject to 
change).  Minors at least 14 years of age, but less than 18 years of age, must hold the valid permit continuously for 180 
days (90 days if successful completion [score of 80% or better on both written and driving portions of driver education] 
of an approved Department of Education driver education course) prior to the upgrade of the permit to a Restricted 
aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƻǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  

Restrictions: During the hours of 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. a licensed driver 18 years of age or older with at least one years 
driving experience must be present in the seat next to the person holding the Instruction Permit.  Between the hours of 
10 p.m. and 6 a.m. the permit holder must be accompanied by a parent/legal guardian. 

Instruction Permit holders may not use any type of wireless communication device while operating a motor vehicle upon 
public roadwayǎΦ  ! ΨǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
provides for voice or data communication between two or more parties, including a mobile or cellular telephone, text 
messaging device, a personal digital assistant that sends/receives messages, an audio-video player that sends/receives 
messages or a laptop computer. 

wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мп ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
requirements of the Instruction Permit, pass the driving test and not have been convicted of a traffic violation during 
the sƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ  !ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ му ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ 
wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ  The permit is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid 
documents authorizing ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 

Restrictions: Entitles the holder, while having the permit in his/her immediate physical possession, to operate a motor 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ с ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ мл ǇΦƳΦ  ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΤ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ мл ǇΦƳΦ  ǘƻ с ŀΦƳΦ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ Ǉŀrent or legal guardian is occupying 
the seat beside the driver.  ¦Ǉƻƴ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŜ му ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ 

! wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴotor 
vehicle upon public roadwaysΦ  ! ΨǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ wireless electronic communication 
device that provides for voice or data communication between two or more parties, including a mobile or cellular 
telephone, text messaging device, a personal digital assistant that sends/receives messages, an audio-video player that 
sends/receives messages or a laptop computer. 

hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 
knowledge and driving test.  If a minor is at least 16 years of age, but under 18 years of age, they must complete the 
requirements of the Instruction Permit and not have been convicted of a traffic violation during the past six months 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩs License.  The license is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜr occurs first.  The cost is 
$28.00. 
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NOTE: Per South Dakota law, every licensee shall have his/her driver license in his/her immediate possession at all 
times when operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same upon demand of a judge or court of record, a 
magistrate, a peace officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the Department of Public Safety. 

Motorcycle Instruction Permit - To obtain a Motorcycle Instruction Permit, you must be at least 14 years of age and 
pass the vision and knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests.  Minors at least 14 years of age, but less than 18 years 
of age, must hold the valid permit continuously for 180 days (90 days if applicant completes a driver education course) 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƻǊ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  
However, if in addition to the approved driver education course, the person has successfully completed the South 
5ŀƪƻǘŀ όƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎύ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ Permit only needs to be 
held for 30 continuous days.  The permit is valid for one year or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜr occurs first.  The cost is $28.00.  If less 
than 18 years of age and the Motorcycle Instruction Permit expires, the minor would be required to obtain another 
Instruction Permit for the required time. 

Restrictions: The Motorcycle Instruction Permit holder may operate a motorcycle during the hours of 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. if 
accompanied by a licensed motorcycle operator who is at least eighteen years of age, who has a least one year of 
driving experience and who is driving another motorcycle along with the permit holder.  No motorcycle Instruction 
Permit holder may carry another person on the motorcycle. 

aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мп 
years of age and pass the vision, knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests, and motorcycle drive test, complete the 
requirements of the Instruction Permit and have not been convicted of a traffic violation during the past six months 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ the United States, whichever occurs 
first. 

Restrictions: Entitles the holder, while having the permit in his/her immediate possession, to operate a motorcycle 
during the hours of 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. if the motorcycle is being operated with the permission of ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ 
legal guardian. 

aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ - To obtain a Motorcycle License, you must be at least 16 years of age and pass the 
vision, knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests, and motorcycle driving test.  If a minor is at least 16 years of age, 
but under 18 years of age, they must complete the requirements of the Instruction Permit and have not been convicted 
ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ 
valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date on the ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ 
presence in the United States, whichever occurs first. 

Duplicate License - When a duplicate license is obtained, your license will retain the original license expiration date.  To 
obtain a duplicate license you must provide 2 proofs of identification as well as 2 proofs of residential address.  Our 
examiners may question any documents and request additional information for verification of identity. 

Moped Operators - ̧ ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ License. 

Identification Card - To obtain an Identification Card, you must provide the required documents listed at the beginning 
of this manual.  There is no age requirement.  The card is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date 
on the valid documents authorizing ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
a United States citizen, you will be required to present a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services record authorizing 
your legal presence in the United States.  Our examiners have the right to question any documents and request 
additional information for verification of identity prior to issuance of the identification card. 

Note to all applicants:  
Any driver license or non-driver identification card issued to any individual under 21 years of age with five years or less 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ нм

st
 ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ол Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ нм

st
 birthday. 
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Class [A] License-Combination Vehicles - Any combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating (GCWR) 
of 26,001 or more pounds falls in Group A, providing the GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is in excess of 10,000 
GVWR.  Most Class A vehicles are trucks such as tractor-trailer or truck and trailer combinations.  Driving a Class A 
vehicle requires considerably more skill and knowledge than driving vehicles in Classes B and C.  Since these skills 
include those required to drive a B and C (with appropriate endorsements) vehicle, a driver who has a Class A license 
may also drive vehicles in Classes B and C. 

Class [B] License-Heavy Straight Vehicles - Any single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds falls in Group B, 
or any such vehicle towing another vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR.  Class B includes straight trucks and 
large buses.  Safely driving these heavy vehicles requires considerably more knowledge and skill than driving the small 
trucks and buses found in Class C.  Since they include the skills required to drive Class C (with appropriate 
endorsements) vehicles, drivers who have qualified for a Class B license may also drive vehicles in Class C. 

Class [C] License-Small Vehicles - Any single vehicle with a GVWR less than 26,001 pounds falls in Group C, or any such 
vehicle towing another vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR.  However, vehicles of this size are included in the 
Commercial Driver License (CDL) program only if they are: 1) Designed to carry 16 or more passengers including the 
driver, or 2) Used to transport hazardous materials in quantities requiring placarding under the Hazardous Materials 
Regulations (49 CFR Part 172, Subpart F). 

There are a great variety of vehicles in Class C.  Some other large Class C vehicles may require more skill and knowledge 
to operate than do the smaller ones.  However, the licensing category is based principally on the type of cargo carried.  
Because of the seriousness of an accident involving hazardous material or human passengers, the safe operation of 
even the smaller vehicles in Class C requires special knowledge and the drivers of the vehicles must have a CDL. 

All commercial drivers who drive certain types of vehicles or haul certain types of cargo must add endorsements to 
their CDL licenses to show that they have the specialized knowledge required, depending on the vehicle or type of 
cargo. 

Double and Triple Trailers [T] - Many drivers who are qualified to drive Class A vehicles may wish to pull double or triple 
trailers.  Research shows that considerable additional knowledge and skill is necessary to safely pull double and triple 
trailers in various traffic conditions and driving environments.  Consequently, adding the endorsement to the licenses 
of Class A drivers is necessary if they wish to pull double or triple trailers.  A special knowledge examination on the 
problems associated with pulling multiple trailers must be passed. 

Tank Vehicle [N] - Drivers of vehicles that are used to haul liquids or gaseous materials in permanent tanks or in 
portable tanks having a rating capacity of 1,000 gallons or more must have specialized knowledge and skills to drive 
safely.  Liquids in bulk cause driving control problems because the cargo is heavy, may shift, and has a high center of 
gravity.  These drivers must add an endorsement to their license showing they have passed a special knowledge 
examination on the problems posed by large volume liquid cargos. 

Passengers [P] - Any driver who wishes to drive a vehicle having a design capacity to carry 16 or more passengers, 
including the driver, must add a passenger endorsement to their CDL.  They must pass a special knowledge examination 
on safety considerations when transporting passengers and must pass the skills test in a passenger vehicle.  The 
endorsement applies to applicants who wish to drive a bus in any class (B or C). 

School Bus[S] - Any driver who wishes to drive a school bus with the intent to carry students to and from school or in 
connection with school activities must have a passenger school bus endorsement.  They must pass a special knowledge 
examination and skill test. 

Hazardous Materials [H]- Any driver, regardless of the class of their vehicle (A, B or  C), who wishes to haul hazardous 
materials or waste in amounts requiring placards must add a hazardous materials endorsement to their CDL.  They 
must pass a special written examination on how to recognize, handle and transport hazardous materials.  Applicants 
must also pass a security threat assessment (background check) by the U.S. Transportation Security Administration. 
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Combination Hazardous Materials and Tank Vehicle [X] ς Drivers who haul hazardous materials or hazardous waste in a 
tank vehicle must add an X endorsement to their CDL, showing that they have passed the special knowledge 
examinations for both tank vehicles and hazardous materials. 

Air Brakes Restriction ς Most drivers of heavy commercial vehicles drive trucks or buses equipped with air brakes.  
Therefore, part of the examination process covers the operation and critical aspects of air brake systems.  Many Class A 
and B vehicles have air brakes.  Some Class C vehicles also have air brakes.  If a driver cannot pass the Air Brakes 
knowledge test, or if the driver does not successfully complete the CDL skills test in a vehicle equipped with air brakes, 
ŀ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ /5[ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƛǊ 
brakes. 

Examinations 
 
Cooperation with Examiner 

¶ The applicant must cooperate fully with the examiner and follow instructions. 

¶ License applicants must furnish their own vehicle (safe) for the on-the-road test. 

¶ Pets or passengers will not be allowed in the vehicle during the on-the-road test. 

¶ It is recommended that children or pets not be brought to the exam station.  Children and pets are not 
permitted in the testing area or on drive tests. 
 

Examination Procedures 

You may apply for a South Dakota operator license at any exam station within the state.  Licenses may be renewed 180 
days prior to their expiration date unless the applicant is turning 21 years of age upon renewal.  Licenses expiring 30 
Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜΩǎ нм

st
 birthday may only be renewed within the 30 days immediately following the birth date.   

For other Driver License information regarding locations, procedures, testing times & locations, handicap assistance, 
and other issues call 1-605-773-6883; or you may visit the South Dakota web site at www.dps.sd.gov. 

When applying for your South Dakota Driver License all South Dakota or out-of-state driver license(s) and/or 
identification card(s) must be surrendered at the time of application.  If you are currently holding a valid out-of-state 
driver license, no testing will be required for the transfer of that license except if you have a hazardous materials 
endorsement.  Previous states will be notified and your credential(s) from that state will become invalid. 

Note: According to State law, examiners are prohibited from issuing a driver license to anyone who is physically 
incapable to drive.  If an applicant appears to be physically impaired the examiner may require them to test. 

1. Photo: 
Your photograph will be taken prior to completing any testing. 
 

2. Vision Test: 
If you wear glasses or contact lenses while taking the vision test, you will be required to wear them whenever 
driving.  If you do not pass the vision test, you must present a statement from an Optometrist or Ophthalmologist 
certifying that you possess the visual ability to drive safely before continuing the examination process. 
 

3. Knowledge Test: 
You will be required to pass a test covering the rules of the road and safe driving practices.  Those wishing to 
obtain a motorcycle or commercial drivers license should also obtain those operator manuals from any South 
5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜ όǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.dps.sd.gov). 
 

4. Driving Test: 
This test will provide you opportunity to demonstrate your ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.  The driving 
test consists of normal driving tasks.  You will not be asked to do anything against the law.  

http://www.dps.sd.gov/
http://www.dps.sd.gov/
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As of the date this manual was printed, drive tests in Aberdeen, Brookings, Elk Point, Huron, Madison, Milbank, 
Mitchell, North Sioux City, Parker, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sisseton, Vermillion, Watertown, Webster, and Yankton 
must be scheduled.  You may schedule a drive test online at www.dps.sd.gov or by phone at 1-605-773-6883. 
 

Unsuccessful Examinations 
 
If you fail any of the tests, you may not re-test before the next working day.  You may wait longer if you want more 
time to study the manual or to practice driving.  You are allowed 3 opportunities to test for each fee paid within a 6-
month period.  After 3 failures in a 6-month period, the fee will need to be repaid. 
 
 
Restrictions Placed On Licenses 
An operator license may be issued subject to certain restrictions.  For example, a person who cannot see clearly with 
their right eye will be restricted to driving a vehicle with a left outside rearview mirror. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SD License Restrictions 

 

Prior to 
July 1, 
2015 Now Commercial Learner's Permit Restrictions 

   P No passengers in a CMV 

   X No cargo in a tank CMV 

     Commercial Driver License Restrictions 

 B  L No air brakes 

          J M No Class A passenger vehicle 

          K N No Class A or B passenger vehicle 

 W W  Seasonal CDL 

 V V  Medical variance 

   E Automatic transmission (new for CMV) 

   K Intrastate only 

   O No tractor-trailer CMV 

   Z No full air brake (air over hydraulic brakes) 

     Driver License Restrictions 

 O  B Corrective lenses 

 R R  Restricted permit (6AM-10PM) 

 G G  No night driving 

 F F  Left outside rearview mirror 

 Q  I No driving outside of town 

 E A  Automatic transmission (Non-Commercial) 

 X  Y 50 mile radius of residence 

 Z  C Special equipped vehicle 
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License Options  
 
If you choose yes for any of these options listed below, it will be identified on the license.  
 
Living Will: ̧ ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άȅŜǎέ ƻǊ άƴƻέΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
governing the withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. 
 
Durable Power of Attorney: You may indicate on ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ά5ǳǊŀōƭŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
!ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜǎ the withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. 
 
Veteran: If you are an honorably discharged veteran and wish this to be designated on your driver license or ID card, you may 
indicate this on the application form.  To have this designation placed on your license or ID card, you must present either a U.S. 
Military DD-214 form (Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty), DD form 2 (retired), DD for 2A (reserved retired), NGB22 
(National Guard DD-214) form or a certificate signed by your local Veteran Service Officer. 
 

Organ and Tissue Donation 

 

Organ, tissue and eye transplantation are successful, routine procedures that save or improve the lives of thousands of people each 

year.  Unfortunately, there are many more people waiting for transplants than there are organs and tissues available.  The cure to 

this crisis is an increase commitment to donation.  One organ and tissue donor can save or improve the lives of up to 60 people. 

 

Organs and tissues that can be donated include heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, intestines, corneas, skin, heart valves, bone, 

and connective tissue. 

 

Once a donor is identified, donation coordinators obtain a medical/social history from the next-of-kin and conduct thorough tests to 

determine the medical suitability of the organs.  Additional tissue testing is conducted in order to place the organs with the most 

appropriate match. 

 

Recovery of organs and tissue is a surgical procedure.  Donors are treated with great care and dignity.  The donation process does 

not preclude an open casket funeral. 

 

All costs related to donation are covered by the procurement organization, which passes those costs on to the transplanting facility.  

bƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

 

For more information about donation, please call 1-888-5-DONATE. 

 

In South Dakota when you indicate on your license or identification card that you wish to give the precious gift of life by being an 

organ and tissue donor, you are relieving your loved ones of the burden of making that decision for you at the time of your death.  

The issuance of a driver license or identification card with a donor designation completes the donation registration process and is 

effective unless you request removal of the donor designation. 

 

If you are not planning to apply for a new driver license or non-driver identification card but would like to be designated as an organ 

donor on your record, you may register online at www.dps.sd.gov/licensing/drive_licensing or you may contact our office at 1-605-

773-6883 ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǎǎǳŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ CƻǊƳΦ  hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻǊƳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴ 

donor sticker to affix to your driver license or non-driver identification card. 

 

If at some future time you decide to amend or revoke your gift of life, you may do so by removing the organ donor designation from 

your driver license or non-driver identification card.  For more information regarding amending or revoking your gift of donation, 

please refer to South Dakota Codified Law Chapter 34-26. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dps.sd.gov/licensing/drive_licensing


 

x 

 

Driver License Renewal 

 

Your driver license is valid for 5 years and will expire on your birthday or 30 days after your birthday if you are turning 21.  You may 

renew the license anytime up to 180 days before it expires (unless you will be turning 21).  You will be required to take a vision test 

when renewing.  If the driver license you surrender is expired, a knowledge test will also be required.  Drivers of foreign countries 

will be issued a license for the duration of their legal stay based on U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services documents provided at 

license issuance, not to exceed 5 years. 

 

SKIP THE TRIP, APPLY ONLINE:  9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ Wǳƭȅ мΣ нлмпΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭǎΣ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ 

permit may be done online.  For more information go to www.dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing.   

 

Keeping Your Driver License 

In order to keep your driver license, you must drive safely at all times.  You can lose your license for: 

¶ a drug conviction in a vehicle 

¶ a conviction for driving while intoxicated 

¶ an alcohol conviction by a minor 

¶ refusing to be tested for alcohol or drugs if you are asked to do so by a police officer 

¶ driving during a period of court sentence prohibiting driving 

¶ driving while license is suspended, canceled, revoked, or denied 

¶ giving false information when you apply for a driver license or a non-driver identification card 

¶ failing to settle a financial judgment made against you for damages resulting from a motor vehicle accident 

¶ attempting to change the information on your license ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 

¶ failing to appear for a re-examination when requested to do so by Driver Licensing 

¶ using a motor vehicle to commit a felony or causing the death of someone in a motor vehicle accident 

¶ having too many points on your driving record, as dictated by the current point system 

¶ failure to maintain proof of insurance on every vehicle owned or operating a vehicle without proof of insurance 

¶ any conviction of a traffic violation committed prior to the age of 16 by the holder of a restricted permit or learner permit 

¶ failure to pay a fine resulting from a conviction of a moving violation 

¶ owing debt to a South Dakota government agency totaling $1,000 or more 

¶ any convictions for violating the restrictions of the license for a driver under 18 years of age 

¶ vandalism in a motor vehicle 

¶ sale/distribution of alcohol to a minor under 21 years of age 

¶ possession of alcohol by a minor under 21 years of age 

¶ eluding law enforcement 

http://www.dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing
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Revocation and Suspension of License 
 
Revocation: The loss of a driver license and/or privilege to drive or apply for a license. Following revocation, all applicable tests will 

be required in addition to the application fee and a $50-$200 reinstatement fee. 

Reinstatement from a Revocation: 
A person whose license has been revoked, suspended or disqualified is required by law to pay a license reinstatement fee of $50-
$200 in addition to the application fee when he/she is eligible to apply for a license. Vision and knowledge tests will be required 
following a revocation; and in certain instances, the driving test will also be required.  
 
Reinstatement Fees are as Follows (Must Apply in Person): 
First DWI - $75; second DWI - $125; third and subsequent DWIΩs - $175; 2nd reckless driving conviction in one year - $100; eluding a 
police officer - $100; vehicular battery - $200; vehicular homicide - $200; all others types of revocations - $50 
 
Suspension: The loss of a driver license and/or privilege to drive or apply for a license. 
 
Reinstatement from a Suspension: 
Following suspension, no testing will be required unless the license has expired. An application fee and a $50 reinstatement fee will 
be required. 
Effective July 1

st
, 2017: Applicants may reinstate from a suspension online at DPS.SD.GOV. 

 
Restricted Driver License 
Under certain circumstances, a driver whose license is under suspension or revocation may be issued a restricted driver license 
enabling them to drive under certain restrictions imposed by the Department. These restrictions will be noted on the driver license. 
 
wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ 
If the Department receives record of a conviction for a traffic violation or a violation of the restricted permit for a minor under 16 
years of age, the driving privileges shall be suspended for a period of thirty days or as otherwise required by law. A second 
convictƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ фл ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾer is 
longer. Receipt of a conviction for a Class 1 Misdemeanor or Felony will result in a suspension of the license until their 16th birthday 
or as required by law. If the department receives a conviction for a violation of the restrictions of the license for a minor 16 or 17 
years of age, the driving privileges shall be suspended for 30 days for each conviction. 
 
A person who has an instruction or restricted permit suspended for a first traffic conviction (or violation of the permit restrictions) 
need not pay the $50 reinstatement fee and application fee unless the suspension is for a conviction of a moving traffic offense and 
assessed six or more points.  
 
Vehicle Registration & Titles 
 
All motor vehicles, motorcycles, and trailers owned by South Dakota residents and operated on public highways must be registered 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ фл days to register a vehicle brought in from another state. 
Registration renewals are determined on a staggered registration renewal system based on the first letter in your last name. See 
chart below: 

 

January A, B February C, D, E March F, G, J 

May H, I, O June K, L July M, N 

August P, Q, R September S November T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z 

 
A Certificate of Title is required to sell or transfer any vehicle. The Title should be kept in a safe place, not in the vehicle. The 
registration certificate must be carried in the vehicle at all times. 
For further information on Vehicle Registration & Titles, contact the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Division of Motor 
Vehicles, at 605-773-3541 or http://dor.sd.gov. 
 
 
 

http://dor.sd.gov/
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Financial Responsibility 
Any operator who has had their driver license revoked or suspended following a JUDGMENT (resulting from an uninsured auto 
accident), a conviction for NO INSURANCE, VEHICULAR HOMICIDE, DWI, or two convictions of RECKLESS DRIVING (within a one year 
period) must establish proof of financial responsibility for the future before they may drive or re-register any vehicle in this state. 
Most motorists provide proof of financial responsibility for the future by having their auto insurance company file an SR22 form with 
the Driver Licensing Program. The SR22 forms must be received at the central office (the driver exam stations are unable to accept 
SR22 forms). 
 
Are you Insured? 
South Dakota state law SDCL 32-35-113 requires the owner of any motor vehicle required to be registered at all times maintain in 
force one of the following forms of financial responsibility. 
 
1. hǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

 
2. The bond of a surety company.  

 
3. Certificate of Deposit or securities in the amount of $50,000 deposited with the State Treasurer. 

 
4. Certificate of Self-Insurance (minimum 26 vehicles). 

 
Written evidence of your financial responsibility must be carried in the vehicle covered and presented to any Law Enforcement 
Officer upon request. Acceptable written evidence is an insurance policy or identification card identifying the name of the company, 
policy number, effective date of coverage and the date of expiration, or Certificate of Deposit issued by the State Treasurer or 
Certificate of Self-Insurance. 
 
Penalty- A conviction for failure to maintain proof of financial responsibility is a Class 2 Misdemeanor (30 days imprisonment in a 
county jail, $100 fine or both), driver license suspension for a period of not less than 30 days or more than one year, and filing proof 
of insurance (SR-22) with the State of SD for 3 years from date of eligibility. (Failure to file proof will result in suspension of vehicle 
registration, license plates and driver license.) 
 
South Dakota Point System 
 
Any operator who accumulates 15 points in any 12 consecutive months, or 22 points in any 24 consecutive months, is subject to a 
Driver License suspension.  
 
When multiple offenses arise out of a single incident, points will be assessed on the offense carrying the highest point value.  
 
No points will be assessed for speeding, standing, parking, equipment, size or weight violations, including speed limits set by the 
Department of Transportation for control of size and weight related damage to highways.   
 
Points are assessed on out-of-state convictions just as if committed in South Dakota.   
 
¦Ǉƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŀ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
Periods of Suspension: 
First Suspension   60 days  

Second Suspension  6 months  

Subsequent Suspension  1 year  
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Points are assessed as follows: 

Conviction For: Points 

Driving While Intoxicated 10* 

Reckless Driving 8 

Eluding/Attempting to Elude 6 

Drag Racing 6 

Failure to Yield Right of Way 4 

Improper Passing 4 

Driving on the Wrong Side of the Roadway 4 

Stop Sign/Light Violation 3 

Other Moving Violation 2 

*State law requires revocation of license for Driving While Intoxicated convictions. 

Before You Drive 
Your safety and that of the public depends a lot on what you do before driving, including adjusting the seat and mirrors, using safety 
belts, checking your vehicle, maintaining a clear view and securing items in and on the vehicle. 
 
Trip Planning 
There are ways you can help reduce your driving costs. First, determine your overall transportation needs. For each trip, determine if 
it is necessary. If so, there may be times you do not need to drive yourself. You might ride with someone else or you could take 
public transportation if it is available.   
 
The best way to prolong the life of your car and save on fuel is to use it as little as possible. Trip planning can make your life easier 
and help cut down on your driving. 
 

¶ Take public transportation when it is available. 
 

¶ Avoid driving during heavy traffic.  It causes extra wear and tear on you and the vehicle. 
 

¶ Use carpools or share rides whenever possible. 
 

¶ Plan, and then combine your trips.  Make a list of the things you need and the places you need to go.  Go to as many places 
as possible on any one trip.  Try to reduce the number of places you need to go.  This will cut down on the number of trips 
you need to take. 
 

¶ Call ahead to make sure that they have what you need or that what you are picking up is ready. 
 

By doing these things you can help cut down on the amount of traffic on the road, cut your travel costs and save yourself time and 
effort. 
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Check the Vehicle 
How safely you can drive starts with the vehicle you are driving. It is the duty of drivers to make certain that the vehicles they drive 
are safe to operate. A vehicle that is in bad shape is unsafe and costs more to run than one that is maintained. It can break down or 
cause a collision. If a vehicle is in bad shape, you might not be able to get out of an emergency situation. A vehicle in good shape can 
give you an extra safety margin when you need it, and you never know when you will need it. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ŀ 
qualified mechanic. A few simple checks will help prevent trouble on the road.   
 
Braking system - Only your brakes can stop your vehicle. It is very dangerous if they are not working properly. If they do not seem to 
be working properly, are making a lot of noise, smell funny, or the brake pedal goes to the floor, have a mechanic check them. 
 
Lights - Make sure that turn signals, brake lights, taillights and headlights are operating properly. 
These should be checked from the outside of the vehicle. Brake lights tell other road users that you are stopping and turn signals tell 
them you are turning. 
 
An out-of-line headlight can shine where it does not help you and may blind other drivers. If you are having trouble seeing at night 
or if other drivers are constantly flashing their headlights at you, have a mechanic check the headlights. 
 
Windshield and wipers - Damaged glass can more easily break in a minor collision or when something hits the windshield. Have a 
damaged windshield replaced.   
 
Windshield wipers keep the rain and snow off the windshield. Some vehicles also have wipers for rear windows and headlights. 
Make sure all wipers are in good operating condition. If the blades are not clearing water well, replace them. 
 
Tires - Worn or bald tires can increase your stopping distance and make turning more difficult when the road is wet. Unbalanced 
tires and low pressure cause faster tire wear, reduce fuel economy, and make the vehicle harder to steer and stop. If the vehicle 
bounces, the steering wheel shakes, or the vehicle pulls to one side, have a mechanic check it. 
 
²ƻǊƴ ǘƛǊŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ άƘȅŘǊƻǇƭŀƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘƛǊŜΦ 
 
Tire Pressure-  Prior to entering a vehicle, check tire pressure using the recommended psi (pounds per square inch) located in the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƧŀƳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ  ¦ǎŜ ŀ ǘƛǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǎƛΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ psi is above 
the number listed on your door jamb, let air out until it matches.  If below, add air (or have a tire professional help you) until it 
reaches the proper number. 
 
Check the tread with a penny.  Stick the penny into the tread "head" first. If the tread does not come at least to Abe's head, the tire 
is unsafe and you need to replace it.   
 
Steering system - If the steering is not working properly, it is difficult to control the direction you want to go. If the vehicle is hard to 
turn or does not turn when the steering wheel is first turned, have the steering checked by a mechanic.  
 
Suspension system - Your suspension helps you control your vehicle and provides a comfortable ride over varying road surfaces. If 
the vehicle bounces a lot after a bump or a stop, or is hard to control, you may need new shocks or other suspension parts. Have a 
mechanic check it out. 
 
Exhaust system - The exhaust system helps reduce the noise from the engine, helps cool the hot gases coming from running the 
engine, and moves these gases to the rear of the vehicle. Gases from a leaky exhaust can cause death inside a vehicle in a very short 
time. Never run the motor in a closed garage. If you sit in a vehicle with the motor running for a long time, open a window. 
 
Some exhaust leaks are easily heard but many are not. This is why it is important to have the exhaust system checked periodically. 
 
Engine - A poorly running engine may lose power that is needed for normal driving and emergencies, may not start, gets poor fuel 
economy, pollutes the air, and could die on you when you are on the road, causing you and traffic a problem. Follow the procedures 
recommended in the owner's manual for maintenance. 
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Loose objects - Make sure that there are no loose objects in the vehicle that could hit someone in the event of a sudden stop or 
crash. Make sure there are no objects on the floor that could roll under the brake pedal and prevent you from stopping the vehicle. 
 
Horn - The horn may not seem like it is important for safety; but as a warning device, it could save your life. Only use your horn as a 
warning to others. 
 
Windshield & Windows 
It is important that you are able to see clearly through the windows, windshield and mirrors.  Here are some things you can do to 
help. 
 
Windshields, side wings or side windows forward of, either side of, or adjacent to the ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ seat, may not be covered with one 
way glass, adhesive film, or other application that reduces the light transmittance to a level below 35%. No motor vehicle may be 
equipped with one-way glass, adhesive film, or other glaze in the rear windows that reduces light transmission below 20%, with an 
enforcement tolerance of 9%. 
 

¶ Keep the windshield clean.  Bright sun or headlights on a dirty windshield make it hard to see.  Carry liquid cleaner and a 
paper or cloth towel so you can clean your windshield whenever it is necessary. 
 

¶ Keep your window washer bottle full.  Use antifreeze wash in areas where the temperature could fall below freezing. 
 

¶ Keep the inside of your windows clean, especially if anyone has been smoking in the vehicle.  Smoking causes a film to build 
up on the inside glass. 
 

¶ Clear snow, ice, or frost from all windows before driving.  Make sure you clean the front, sides and back. 
 

¶ Do not hang things form your mirror or clutter up the windshield with decals.  They could block your view. 
 

¶ Keep the headlights, backup, brake and tail lights clean.  Dirt on the lenses can reduce the light by 50%. 
 
Adjust Seat and Mirrors 
You should always check your seat and mirrors before you start to drive. Make any adjustments to the seat and mirrors before you 
drive off. 
 

¶ Adjust your seat so that you are high enough to clearly see the road.  If necessary, use a seat cushion.  Do not move the seat 
so far forward that you cannot easily steer. 
 

¶ Adjust your rear view mirror and side mirrors.  You should be able to see out the back window with the rear view mirror 
and to the sides with the side mirrors.  A good adjustment for the side mirrors is to set them so that when you lean forward 
slightly, you can see just the side of your vehicle.  
 

¶ If you have a day/night mirror, make sure it is set for the time of day you are driving. 
 

¶ Head restraints are designed to prevent whip-lash if you are hit from behind.  They should be adjusted so the head restraint 
contacts the back of your head. 

 
Use Safety Belts and Child Restraints 
Before you drive away, always fasten your safety belts and make sure all your passengers are using safety belts or child restraints. 
Also remember to lock the vehicle's doors.  
 
It is important that you and your passengers use safety belts. Studies have shown that if you are in an accident while using safety 
belts, your chances of being hurt or killed are greatly reduced. In South Dakota, it is illegal to drive or to be a front-seat passenger 
without wearing safety belts. 
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If your vehicle has a two-part safety belt system, be sure to wear both the lap belt and the shoulder belt. Wearing either part alone 
greatly reduces your protection. If you have an automatic shoulder belt, be sure to buckle your lap belt as well. Otherwise, in a 
collision you could slide out of the belt and be hurt or killed. 
 
In addition to protecting you from injury as a driver, safety belts help you keep control of the vehicle. If you are struck from the side 
or make a quick turn, the force could push you sideways.  You cannot steer the vehicle if you are not behind the wheel. 
 
Safety belts should be worn even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags. While air bags are good protection against hitting the 
steering wheel, dashboard, or windshield, they do not protect you if you are hit from the side or rear or if the vehicle rolls over. And, 
an air bag will not keep you behind the wheel in these situations. 
 
The law requires that all operators, front seat passengers and children under the age of 18 wear appropriate safety restraints while 
the vehicle is in motion. Small children should be secured in the rear seat. Never secure a child in the front passenger seat, especially 
if your vehicle has an air bag. If you are in a crash and the bag deploys, your child could be injured. A number of organizations will 
loan you a child safety device if you are unable to afford one. 
 
What is an infant car carrier? 
It's a reclining seat specially engineered to give babies the best possible protection. The child rides facing backwards with its entire 
head and body cushioned by impact-absorbing materials. The carrier is securely attached to the vehicle's seat by the lap belt, while 
the built-in harness holds the baby firmly in place. Thousands of parents have found that babies can ride happily and safely in car 
carriers. 
 
Do not confuse infant car carriers with baby seats. Baby seats may be useful in the house, but are not made to protect a baby in the 
vehicle and should not be used there. 
 
Use the carrier from birth until your child can sit well alone, at about 9 months of age. Many models can then be converted into 
upright, forward facing safety seats for toddlers. 
 

¶ An adult's arms are not safe: Ordinarily, a parent's arms are a very secure place for a child, but this is not so in a vehicle. 
Even if you are wearing a lap and shoulder belt yourself, the child would be torn from your grasp by the violent forces of a 
collision. Never put a belt around you and a child on your lap. Your own weight, greatly increased by collision forces would 
press the belt deeply into the child's body; this could lead to serious or even fatal injuries. 
 

¶ Beginning with the very first rideςthe drive home from the hospitalςthe baby should be carried in an approved safety 
restraint. 

 

¶ As a rule, the back seat is safer than the front, and the center of the vehicle is safer than the sides. But bear in mind that a 
driver who must turn around frequently to check on children in the back may get into an accident situation. Insist that every 
passenger buckle up. Apart from the risk of themselves, unrestrained passengers often injure others who are belted in. 

 
South Dakota Codified Laws Chapter 32-37 Child Passenger Restraint System 
Section 
32-37-1.  Use of system required-Violations as petty offense. 
32-37-1.1. Operator to assure that passengers between ages five and eighteen wear seat belts. 
32-37-1.2. Certain operators required to wear seat belts. 
32-37-1.3. Passengers between ages fourteen and eighteen required to wear seat belts. 
32-37-2.  Exemptions. 
32-37-4.  Violation not considered negligence or assumption of risk-evidence inadmissible. 
 
32-37-1. Use of system required-Violations as petty offense.  Any operator of any passenger vehicle transporting a child under five 
years of age on the streets and highways of this state shall properly secure the child in a child passenger restraint system according 
to its manufacturer's instructions. The child passenger restraint system shall meet Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard 213 as in effect January 1, 1981. The requirements of this section are met if the child is under five years of age and is 
at least forty pounds in weight by securing the child in a seat belt. An operator who violates this section commits a petty offense. 
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32-37-1.2. Certain operators required to wear seat belts.  Any operator of any passenger vehicle operated on a public street or 
highway in this state, who is at least fourteen years of age and under eighteen years of age, shall wear a properly adjusted and 
fastened safety seat belt system, required to be installed in the passenger vehicle if manufactured pursuant to Federal Motor 
Vehicle 
Safety Standard Number 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) in effect January 1, 1989, at all times when the vehicle is in motion.  A violation of 
this section is a petty offense. 
 
32-37-2. Exemptions.  The provisions of 32-37-1, 32-37-1.1, 32-37-1.2, and 32-37-1.3 do not apply in passenger cars manufactured 
before 1966 that have not been equipped with seat belts. 
 
32-37-4. Violation not considered negligence or assumption of risk-evidence inadmissible.  Failure to comply with the provisions of 
this chapter is not considered as contributory negligence, comparative negligence or assumption of the risk and is not admissible as 
evidence in the trial of any civil action. 
 
 Car Seat Guide 
 
Infant Seats 

¶ For children up to 20 pounds 

¶ Always face rearward 

¶ Recline 30 degrees 
 
Toddler/Convertible Car Seats 

¶ For infants and children up to 40 pounds 

¶ For infants, recline and face rearwards 

¶ For toddlers, upright and forward facing 
 
Booster Seats 

¶ For toddlers at least 30 pounds 

¶ aǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǇǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƛŜld.  Can be used with just a lap belt if it has 
a shield. 

 
A Car Seat is Used Incorrectly if: 

¶ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ 

¶ The harness straps are not used or are very loose 

¶ An infant is facing forward 

¶ A top tether strap is present but not used. 
 

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άōŀŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀōƻǳǘ using safety belts. For example: 
 
ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ ōŜƭǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ŎŀǊΦέ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘƻ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ōŜƭǘΦ /ǊŀǎƘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ fire or sinks 
in deep water, and you are "trapped", seldom happen. Even if an accident such as this were to happen, a safety belt may keep you 
ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ άƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘέΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎΦ 
 
ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ ōŜƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǿƴΦέ hǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
25 miles of home. Many of them occur on roads posted at less than 45 mph. 
 
ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΦέ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ being killed in an accident are 
much better if you stay inside the vehicle. Safety belts can keep you from being thrown out of your vehicle, into the path of another 
vehicle. 
 
άLŦ L ƎŜǘ Ƙƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΣ L ŀƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΤ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
side, it will move sideways. Everything in the vehicle that is not fastened down, including the passengers, will slide toward the point 
of crash, not away from it. 
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ά!ǘ ǎƭƻǿ ǎǇŜŜŘǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ ōǊŀŎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ." Even at 25 mph, the force of a head-on crash is the same as pedaling a bicycle full-speed into a 
brick wall or diving off a three-story building onto the sidewalk. bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ άōǊŀŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Front Seat Seatbelt Use Requirements 
 
South Dakota Codified Law 32-38-1: Use required--Public highways--Front seat passenger. Except as provided in chapter 32-37 and 
§ 32-38-3, every operator and front seat passenger of a passenger vehicle operated on a public highway in this state shall wear a 
properly adjusted and fastened safety seat belt system, required to be installed in the passenger vehicle when manufactured 
pursuant to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Number 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) in effect January 1, 1989, at all times when the 
vehicle is in forward motion. The driver of the passenger vehicle shall secure or cause to be secured a properly adjusted and 
fastened safety seat belt system on any passenger in the front seat who is at least five years of age but younger than eighteen years 
of age. Any violation of this section is not a moving traffic offense under the provisions of § 32-12-49.1. 
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Rules Of The Road 

There are traffic rules that say where, when and how fast you can drive. These rules help to keep traffic moving safely. 
Rules of the road include traffic control devices, right-of-ways, and parking rules. 

 

Traffic Control Devices 
 
Traffic control devices include traffic signals, signs, and pavement markings. Traffic control also can be provided by law 
enforcement, highway personnel, or school crossing guards. You must obey directions from these persons. 
 

Traffic Signals 
 
Traffic signals are lights that tell you when or where to stop and go. A 
άƎǊŜŜƴέ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜΦ ! άȅŜƭƭƻǿέ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻƴ 
and ŀ άǊŜŘέ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎǘƻǇΦ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
are green, yellow, and red from bottom to top, when together. There are 
some intersections and other locations where there are single green, yellow, 
or red lights. 
 
A steady GREEN traffic light means you can go through the intersection. You must yield to emergency vehicles and 
others as required by law. If you are stopped and then the light turns green, you must allow crossing traffic to clear the 
intersection before you go ahead. A GREEN arrow means you can safely turn in the direction of the arrow. There should 
be no on-coming or crossing traffic while the arrow is green. If you are turning left, a steady green traffic light means you 
may turn but only when safe to do so. Oncoming traffic has the right-of-way. Be alert for signs that prohibit left turns. 
When turning right or left, watch for pedestrians crossing in front of your vehicle. 
 
A steady YELLOW traffic light means the traffic light is about to change to red. You must stop if it is safe to do so. If you 
are in the intersection when the yellow light comes on, do not stop but continue through the intersection. A flashing 
YELLOW traffic light means slow down and proceed with caution. A YELLOW arrow means that the protection of a green 
arrow is ending and if you are turning in the direction of the arrow, you should prepare to stop and give the right of way 
to oncoming traffic before turning. If you are turning left, a flashing YELLOW arrow traffic light means you may turn but 
only when safe to do so. Oncoming traffic has the right of way. 
 
A steady RED traffic light means stop. This device is to alert you of the red light and that you must stop. You must wait 
until the traffic light turns green and there is no crossing traffic before you may move ahead. If you are turning right, you 
may turn after coming to a full stop, if it is safe to do so and if there is no sign prohibiting the turn on a red light. Be 
careful of pedestrians crossing in front of your vehicle. A flashing RED traffic light means the same as a stop sign. You 
must come to a full stop and then may proceed when it is safe to do so. A RED arrow means you must stop and you 
cannot go in the direction of the arrow. You may proceed when the red arrow goes out and a green arrow or light goes 
on. 
 
If a traffic control signal is out of operation or is not functioning properly, the vehicle facing a: 

1. Green signal may proceed with caution as indicated in South Dakota Codified Law (SDCL) 32-28-2; 
2. Yellow signal may proceed with caution as indicated in SDCL 32-28-3; 
3. Red or completely unlighted signal stop shall stop in the same manner as if the vehicle is at a stop sign. 

 

Traffic Signs 
 
 Traffic signs tell you about traffic rules, hazards, where you are, how to get where you are going and where 
services are located. The shape and color of these signs give clues to the type of information they provide. 
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Warning Signs - These signs are usually yellow with black lettering or symbols, and most are diamond shaped. 

These signs warn you to slow down and be prepared to stop if necessary. It warns you that a special situation or a 
hazard is ahead. Some common warning signs are shown below. 
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Railroad Crossing Warning Signs - Many railroad crossings have signs or signals to warn drivers.  Never try to beat a train across the 
tracks. Never start to cross if there is not room for your vehicle on the far side and if you will have to stop on the tracks. Wait until 
there is room for your vehicle on the far side. It is wise not to shift gears when crossing railroad tracks, just in case you might stall.  
Remember that trains are large and may be moving faster than they appear to be moving. Some common railroad crossing warning 
signs and signals are shown in the illustrations below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ At some crossings, along with the cross buck sign, you will see side-by-side lights that will flash alternately when a train 
is approaching.  When the lights are flashing, you must stop.  At some crossings there is also a crossing gate that will 
lower when a train is coming.  Do not drive around the gate.  Some crossings also have a bell or a horn that will sound.  
Do not cross until the bell or horn has stopped. 
 

¶ Crossings with more than one train track will often post a sign that shows the number of tracks.  These signs warn you 
that there is more than one track and there may be more than one train crossing.  Not all crossings with more than one 
train track will have these signs so it is important to check for more than one track before crossing. 

 
Railroad Emergency Notification System (ENS)   

¶ Every grade crossing has an emergency dispatch phone number for contacting the railroad to report problems with the 
crossing, tracks or train. 

¶ The ENS number is typically located on a blue sign on the railroad crossing sign or near the grade crossing (example of 
sign below). 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ 5h¢ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎǊŜǿǎ ƻǊ 
railroad personnel can respond.  

 
This information is crucial for ALL DRIVERS to know this is the best and most efficient way to contact the railroads if there is a 
problem at the crossing or if something is blocking the tracks.  By providing the DOT numbers the dispatchers know exactly where 
the grade crossing is and can notify trains moving in that direction to either come to stop or be placed on a speed restriction. 

 
 
 
Work Area Signs - These construction, maintenance, or emergency operations signs are generally diamond or rectangular shaped, 
orange with black letters or symbols and warn you that people are working on or near the roadway. These warnings include reduced 
speed, detours, slow moving construction equipment, and poor or suddenly changing road surfaces. In work areas, traffic may be 
controlled by a person with a sign or flag. You must obey these persons. 
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Regulatory Signs - These signs are square, rectangular, or have a special shape and are usually white, red or black with black, red, 
white or green letters or symbols. They give you information about rules for traffic direction, lane use, turning, speed, parking and 

other special situations. 

 

 
 
Some regulatory signs have a red circle with a red slash over a symbol. These signs prohibit certain actions, i.e., no left turn, no right 
turn, no U-turn, etc. Examples of regulatory signs below: 

                              
Speed Limit Signs.  These signs indicate the maximum safe speed allowed or the minimum safe speed required.  The maximum limit 
should be driven only in ideal driving conditions and you must reduce your speed when conditions require it.  For example, you 
should reduce your speed when the roadway is slippery, during rain, snow, icy conditions, or when it is foggy and difficult to see 
clearly down the road.  Some high speed roads have minimum speed limits and you are required to travel at least this fast so as not 
to be a hazard to other drivers.   If the minimum posted speed is too fast for you, you should use another road.  
 
The speed limit sign indicates the maximum or minimum safe speed that is allowed.  The metric equivalent may also be provided.   
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Pavement Markings 
 
Lines and symbols on the roadway divide lanes, tell you when you may pass other vehicles or change lanes, which lanes 
to use for turns, define pedestrian walkways, and where you must stop for signs or traffic signals.  Edge and Lane Lines - 
Solid lines along the side of the road show you where the edge of the road is located. 
 

¶ White lane marking - Multiple lanes of travel in the same direction are separated by white lane markings. A 
dashed white line between lanes of traffic means that you may cross it to change lanes if it is safe to do so. A 
solid white line between lanes of traffic means that you should stay in your lane unless a special situation 
requires you to change lanes. 
 

¶ Crosswalks and stop lines ς When required to stop because of a sign or signal, you must stop before your 
vehicle reaches the stop line or if there is one, a crosswalk. Crosswalks define the area where pedestrians 
may cross the roadway. You must yield to pedestrians in or about to enter a crosswalk. Not all crosswalks 
are marked. Be alert for pedestrians when crossing intersections. 
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¶ Yellow lane markings - Lines separating traffic moving in opposite directions are yellow. A dashed yellow line 
between opposing lanes of traffic means that you may cross it to pass if it is safe to do so. Some passing 
zones have signs that tell you where passing is permitted and where you cannot pass. Where there is both a 
solid and a dashed yellow line between opposing lanes of traffic, you may not pass if the solid yellow line is 
on your side. If the dashed line is on your side, you may pass if it is safe to do so. Two solid yellow lines 
between lanes of traffic means neither side can pass. You may cross a solid yellow line to turn into a 
driveway if it is safe to do so. 

 

 
 
 
Other Lane Controls 
 
Shared Center Lane 
 
These center lanes are reserved for making left turns (or U-turns when 
they are permitted) but can be used by vehicles traveling in both 
directions. On the pavement, left-turn arrows for traffic in one direction 
alternate with left-turn arrows for traffic coming from the other direction. 
These lanes are marked on each side by solid yellow and dashed yellow 
ƭƛƴŜǎΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƭŀƴŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ άǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƭŜ ƭŀƴŜέ 
during rush hours. Be sure you can enter the lane before you do so and 
only if it is safe to do so.  

 

 
 
 


