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Presentation Notes
This presentation will give a brief overview of mitigation measures applicable to public assistance projects.



Mitigation for Public Assistance Projects
• Projects that are approved as part of a major disaster declaration 

may be eligible for additional mitigation funding under Section 406 
of the Stafford Act.

• 406 mitigation is a cost share-based program available to help 
mitigate future damages to sites that were damaged as a direct 
result of a disaster.

• 406 mitigation measures improve on pre-disaster design and 
function.

• Hazard Mitigation Proposals are submitted with the project 
worksheet and describe the scope and cost of the proposed 
mitigation measures.
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Presentation Notes
Public Assistance projects for permanent work that are approved as part of a major disaster declaration may be eligible for additional cost share assistance under Section 406 of the Stafford Act. Section 406 mitigation is a cost share program that is available to applicants to help mitigate future damages to sites that were damaged as a direct result of a disaster. Mitigation measures improve on the pre-disaster design and function of a site. Hazard Mitigation Proposals are submitted along with the project worksheet and describe the scope and cost of the proposed mitigation measures for the project.



406 Mitigation Costs

• Mitigation cost share is the same as PA project cost 
share; 75% Federal/25% applicant.

• Mitigation proposals must be cost effective.
• Some proposed mitigation can cost no more than 15% of 

the total project cost.
• May need a benefit cost analysis.

• Appendix J of the PAPPG lists mitigation measures 
eligible for costs up to 100% of the total project cost.
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The cost share for mitigation proposals is the same as the public assistance project cost share. 75% of the cost is reimbursed by FEMA, and the remaining 25% of the cost is the applicants responsibility. For a mitigation proposal to be approved, the proposed mitigation measures must be cost effective. Unless outlined in Appendix J of the Public Assistance Program Policy Guide, the cost of mitigation measures cannot exceed 15% of the total cost of the project. FEMA may require a benefit cost analysis for mitigation proposals that exceed 15% of the total project cost. Appendix J of the PAPPG lists mitigation measures that are eligible for up to 100% of the total project cost.



Appendix J
• Appendix J of the Public Assistance 

Program Policy Guide (PAPPG) 
provides examples of mitigation 
measures that are already proven to 
be cost effective. 

• Mitigation measures listed in 
Appendix J may cost up to 100% of 
the eligible project costs.

• For example, if the cost to return a 
site to pre-disaster conditions is 
$25,000, approved mitigation may 
cost up to an additional $25,000.
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Appendix J of the Public Assistance Program Policy Guide provides examples of mitigation measures that are already proven to be cost effective. The mitigation measures listed in Appendix J may cost up to 100% of the eligible project costs. For example, if the cost to return a site to pre-disaster conditions is $25,000, mitigation measures that cost up to an additional $25,000 may be approved.



Mitigation Proposals

• All permanent work Public Assistance projects can be evaluated for 
possible mitigation measures.

• Possible mitigation can be identified as early as the damage 
inventory.

• A Hazard Mitigation Proposal will be attached to the project and 
evaluated by FEMA mitigation staff.

• Hazard Mitigation work must comply with the same rules and 
regulations that all Public Assistance projects adhere to.

• FEMA Environment and Historic Preservation (EHP) staff will also 
review mitigation proposals for compliance.
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All permanent public assistance projects can be evaluated for possible mitigation measures. Mitigation opportunities can be identified as early as the damage inventory sheet. A Hazard Mitigation Proposal will be attached to the project in Grants Portal and evaluated and approved by FEMA mitigation staff. Hazard mitigation work must comply with the same rules and regulations that all publica assistance project adhere to. FEMA Environment and Historic Preservation staff will also review mitigation proposals for compliance with local, State, and Federal environmental laws and regulations. 



Other Mitigation Programs
• Other mitigation 

programs are available 
to help make your 
infrastructure more 
resilient. 

• SDOEM staff administers 
the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program, the NFIA  
FMA program, and helps 
applicants with their 
BRIC plans.
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Several other mitigation programs are available to help make your infrastructure more resilient. While Section 406 mitigation is available for sites that were damaged as a direct result of a disaster, there are opportunities to mitigation sites to help prevent future damages. Section 404 of the Stafford act established the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. This program is funded every time a major disaster is declared in our state, and the program and funds are administered by SDOEM mitigation staff. The National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 established the Flood Mitigation Assistance program to helped mitigate flood damage for properties insured through the National Flood Insurance Program. This grant is administered by SDOEM staff. Each County also has their own BRIC plan that details ways the County and its applicants are working to make their infrastructure more resilient. SDOEM staff can help with BRIC planning and direct applicants towards available grant applications. 



Have Questions?

Visit us!

On the Web:
oem.sd.gov

On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
SDPublicSafety

By Phone:
(605) 773-3231
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If you have any questions about what mitigation measures can be applied to your projects, please reach out to our office!

https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management
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