
Time
Extensions
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This presentation will go over how and when to request a time extension.



Project Deadlines

• Emergency work (Category A & B) projects must have all 
work completed within 6 months of the date of declaration.

• SDOEM staff can grant applicants an additional 6 months with a 
time extension request.

• Permanent work (Category C through G) projects must have 
all work completed within 18 months of the date of 
declaration.

• SDOEM staff can grant applicants an additional 30 months with a 
time extension request.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All public assistance projects have an initial deadline that is based off the declaration date for the disaster they are part of. Category A and B Emergency work projects have an initial deadline of six months from the disaster declaration date. SDOEM staff can grant applicants an additional six months to complete work on emergency projects with a time extension request. Category C through G permanent work projects have an initial deadline of eighteen months from the disaster declaration date. SDOEM staff can grant applicants an additional thirty months to complete work on permanent projects with a time extension request. 



Time Extension Request

• Applicants should request a time extension prior to their 
project deadline.

• A request can be e-mailed or mailed to SDOEM staff, or 
submitted through Grants Portal, and must include the 
following:

• The project number of the project you’re requesting a time extension 
for and the disaster number the project is part of.

• The new deadline date you are requesting.
• A schedule of work for the project with your projected completion 

date.
• A detailed explanation of why the work will not be completed by the 

initial deadline.
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Applicants must request a time extension in writing prior to their project deadline. A written request can be e-mail to SDOEM staff and must include: the project number of the project you’re requesting a time extension for, the disaster number that the project is part of, the new proposed project deadline, a schedule of work for the project that includes your projected completion date, and a detailed explanation of why the work will not be completed by the initial deadline.



Reasons for Time Extensions

• The following are examples of acceptable reasons for 
requesting a time extension:

• Inclement weather
• Contractor, equipment, or material availability
• Permitting or compliance delays due to outside agencies
• Other reasons beyond the applicant’s control

• Lack of funding is not considered an acceptable reason for 
granting a time extension. 

• The Public Assistance grant program is a reimbursement-based 
program, and as such, applicants are required to expend funds 
prior to being reimbursed by the program.
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Acceptable reasons for construction delays include, but are not limited to, inclement weather, contractor availability, material availability, and engineering delays. Lack of funding is not considered an acceptable reason for granting a time extension. The Public Assistance grant program is a reimbursement-based program, and as such, applicants are required to expend funds prior to be reimbursed by the program.



Time Extension Requests, cont.

• Once SDOEM approves your time extension, you will 
be provided with a letter granting your time 
extension request.

• A copy of this letter is also uploaded to your account 
in Grants Portal.

• Time extensions beyond the State’s scope of 6 
months and 30 months will be passed on to FEMA for 
approval. 
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Once SDOEM staff approve your time extension request, you will be provided with a letter granting your request. A copy of this letter is also provided to FEMA. Time extensions beyond the State’s scope of six months for emergency work projects, and thirty months for permanent work projects, will be passed on to FEMA for approval.



Have Questions?

Visit us!

On the Web:
oem.sd.gov

On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
SDPublicSafety

By Phone:
(605) 773-3231
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Please reach out to our office if you have questions about time extensions!

https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management
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