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This presentation will review important information for applicants doing work in or near Topeka Shiner habitat.



Topeka Shiner

• Topeka Shiners are found in 28 
South Dakota counties.

• Their habitat is affected by any 
work done in waters in these 
counties.

• Failure to comply with provisions 
in the programmatic agreement 
can mean loss of project funding.
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The Topeka Shiner is a small fish that is listed on the Federal Endangered and Threatened Species list. Topeka Shiners are found in twenty-eight South Dakota counties. Their habitat is affected by any work done in or around water in these counties. Failure to comply with any provisions in the programmatic agreement outlined by the Topeka Shiner Checklist can result in a loss of project funding.



Topeka Shiner Checklist
• Applicants in the following 

counties must fill out a Topeka 
Shiner Checklist:

• Aurora, Beadle, Bon Homme, Brookings, 
Brown, Clark, Clay, Codington, Davison, 
Deuel, Douglas, Hamlin, Hand, Hanson, 
Hutchinson, Jerauld, Kingsbury, Lincoln, 
McCook, McPherson, Miner, Minnehaha, 
Moody, Sanborn, Spink, Turner, Union and 
Yankton

• The checklist is a 9 page document 
that goes over provisions and 
information regarding work done in 
Topeka Shiner habitat.
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FEMA has created a Topeka Shiner Checklist for applicants who are doing work in any of the twenty-eight counties that are part of the known area of influence for Topeka Shiner habitat. This checklist is a nine-page document that goes over provisions and information regarding work done in or near Topeka Shiner habitat.



Area of Influence

• Page 3 of the checklist includes 
the Topeka Shiner Area of 
Influence map. 

• This map highlights areas of 
the James, Vermillion, and Big 
Sioux Watersheds that are 
known Topeka Shiner habitats.
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The checklist includes a map of the Topeka Shiner Area of Influence. The map highlights areas of the James, Vermillion, and Big Sioux Watersheds that are known Topeka Shiner habitats.



General Project Conditions 

• While working on projects in Topeka Shiner habitat, 
applicants should keep the following conditions in mind:

• Avoid unnecessary ground disturbance and minimize work in 
water whenever possible.

• Limit removal of existing vegetation and revegetate with native 
plant species. 

• Use best practices to control erosion, sedimentation, invasive 
species contamination, and hazmat spills.

• Avoid work in water from May 15 through July 31.
• Follow provisions in checklist appendices.
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While working on projects in Topeka Shiner habitat, applicants should keep the following conditions in mind: avoid unnecessary ground disturbance and minimize work in water whenever possible; limit removal of existing vegetation and revegetate with native plant species; use best practices to control erosion, sedimentation, invasive species contamination, and hazmat spills; avoid working in water between May 15th and July 31st; and follow the provisions in the three appendices to the Topeka Shiner checklist when applicable.



Checklist Appendices

• The Topeka Shiner Checklist includes three appendices that are 
specific to Erosion Control, Culverts, and Water Diversions.

• Each appendix has a separate checklist that applicants must 
complete if they meet certain conditions.

• Appendix A reviews erosion control and spill prevention 
conditions.

• Appendix B reviews culvert countersinking conditions.
• Appendix C reviews temporary water diversions and cofferdam 

conditions.
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The Topeka Shiner Checklist includes three appendices that are specific to Erosion Control, Culverts, and Water Diversions. Each appendix has a separate checklist that applicants must complete if they meet certain conditions. Appendix A reviews erosion control and spill prevention conditions. Appendix B reviews culvert countersinking conditions and provides a chart for how deep certain sizes of culverts should be countersunk. Appendix C reviews temporary water diversions and cofferdam conditions.



Have Questions?

Visit us!

On the Web:
oem.sd.gov

On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
SDPublicSafety

By Phone:
(605) 773-3231
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If you have any questions about doing work in Topeka Shiner habitat, please reach out to our office.

https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management
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