
4 Hour classes - 

401-404 - Basic Fire Pump Operations -  Chris Noeldner - This pump operations class is for firefighters 

will all levels of experience on fire apparatus pumps.  This class covers pump principles, electronic 

governor controls, pressure relief valves and priming pumps.  Basic fire ground hydraulic calculations, 

friction loss and affects, fire streams and water supplies, and driver safety and responsibilities.  During 

the hands on portion of the class students will have the opportunity to pump a fire apparatus under fire 

ground situations.  Firefighters will be able to recognize and safely control potentially dangerous 

situations such as  a ruptured or kinked hose just by watching the gauges and listening to the pump and 

engine.  Class Limit 12 per session 

405-408 - Forcible Entry – Adam Frick - Forcible entry and through the lock have become a lost art.  Too 

many firefighters revert to a size 13 boot when faced with a tough forcible entry challenge.  Waiting for 

a locksmith shouldn’t be our only tool in the toolbox on some of the lesser emergency type calls we go 

on.  Not having a plan will set us up for failure at the door before we can even get in and make the 

problem go away.  Learn forcible entry techniques using the hands on simulator, and learn how to attack 

the lock for minimal damage for the homeowner.  This no nonsense class will be hands-on only with no 

classroom and have you making quick work of your next locked door.  NFPA compliant PPE including 

safety glasses and hearing protection is required.  SCBA is not required, but students may bring packs to 

use during simulation if they wish.  Class limit 25 per session   

8 hour classes 

801 & 802 - Grain Entrapment Rescue - Instructors with the South Dakota Wheat Growers Safety 

Department will introduce the Grain Elevator and Processing Society Information and SATRA training 

video along with the South Dakota Wheat Growers training course.  The class will review the hazards of 

flowing grain, victim survivability, how to access and free a victim, how to enter a bin safely, pre-

planning at grain facilities, hands on evolution and demo of the rescue tube and what if you don’t have a 

rescue tube? The class will involve basic ropes and knots, so refresh your skills prior to the class.  Class 

limit 25 per session   

803 & 804 - Critical Aspects of Size-up:  Building Construction, Fire Conditions, Risk vs. Benefit –Denny 

Hansen -  As a first arriving officer or firefighter at the scene of a structure fire, critical questions must 

be answered;  

·        what is the construction and layout of the building 

·        where and how much fire do I have 

·        where is the fire headed next 

·        what are my resources 

·        where do I deploy my resources to mitigate the situation 

This class is designed to provide both career and volunteers with detailed instruction on initial scene 

size-up of building construction, reading smoke and reading the risk.  Exercises and examples given 

during the class will improve your effectiveness as a first-arriving officer or firefighter and provide you 

with an excellent opportunity to enhance your rapid decision making skills.   



                                                                                    

805 & 806 - Fireblast Live Burn Trainer – Aberdeen Fire & Rescue Staff  - The Fireblast Live Burn trailer 

provides the opportunity for new and experienced students to gain valuable training in several areas of 

basic firefighting.  This trailer provides various props with smoke, heat, and live fire that simulates what 

firefighters will encounter relating to interior structure firefighting.  These props include kitchen fires, 

bedroom fires, basement fires, rollovers, horizontal and vertical ventilation operations.  Students will 

begin with a short classroom presentation then hands-on for the remainder of the class.  Students will 

apply the tasks of stretching hoselines, fire streams, fire attack, ground ladders, ventilation, and forcible 

entry.  All objectives and tasks will be in compliance with NFPA.  All tasks will be completed in full PPE 

and SCBA.  Students should also bring their South Dakota certified “blue cards” so completed practical 

tasks can be signed off.  Prerequisites:  Participants must be 18 years of age, good health, and currently 

enrolled in a South Dakota sanctioned certified firefighter class or in good standing as a certified South 

Dakota firefighter.  Participants should have received training to meet the minimum job performance 

requirements of Fire Fighter I relating to NFPA 1001.  Participants will be required to sign a liability 

waiver at the beginning of class.Equipment Requirements:  Students must bring complete NFPA 

compliant structural firefighting personal protective equipment and SCBA.  It is recommended that the 

student also bring one additional SCBA bottle.                                                                                                                                                                               

** Please note that no facial hair shall interfere with the SCBA mask seal.  Class limit: 24 

807 & 808 - Social Media + Generational Diversity = Fire Service Today – Rhett Fleitz “The Fire Critic” - 

This class focuses on why Fire/EMS departments need to embrace social media use; Including the 

benefits of social media such as increasing awareness of programs, creating conversation, making your 

department available for contact and questions, and obtaining feedback. Some of the benefits include 

using social media for recruitment, retention, fire prevention and education, training, events, news, 

notifying media, emergency notifications, recalls, information, etc.  The class addresses why some 

departments and Chiefs have not used social media and I attempt to educate them on why some of 

these reasons do not make sense. The class will also focus on bridging the generational gap in social 

media usage and non-social media usage.  Examples are given of departments who have excelled in 

using social media.  The class also discusses the subject of negative social media affects on fire 

departments. This topic often discusses "myths" of social media within the fire service.  Participants will 

learn basic, intermediate, and advance uses of social media.  

809 & 810 - Positive Pressure Attack/Theory to Application – Chip Everett – The goal of this course is to 

provide students with an update on current fire research allowing for a better understanding of 

ventilation on the modern fireground.   Students will learn the theory and application of positive 

pressure attack in a classroom setting.   

811 & 812 - Leading From the Front – Jim Sideras - This will involve 3 subclasses. The first will be a 2- 

hour overall leadership presentation stressing leadership on at the Chief level and also how to handle 

organizational crisis management (not emergency scene management). The second part with be 3 hours 

of Organizational Execution or Getting Stuff Done. It will discuss how to narrow the focus and 



concentrate on getting things done. The third part will be the Four Traits of Great Leaders which will 

examine the four things leaders need to help transform their organizations. 

813 – (Friday Only) & 814 – (Saturday Only) - John Salka – Chief Salka will be giving two separate 8 hour 

classes on Friday and Saturday.  He will talk about several different topics including: 

-Fireground Search; Critical Do’s & Don’t For Effective Search Operations – Just what set of 

skills does a firefighter need to conduct an effective, rapid and safe search and rescue operation. 

This set of 10 critical skills are the ingredients for a successful search at your next structural fire 

include an effective size-up, SCBA abilities, tool selection, team make-up, communications and 

much more. Next time you are ordered into a burning building to conduct a search, wiill you be 

ready? 

-Training Your Firefighters to Get Out Alive - This program outlines a short list of skills and 

abilities that every interior structural firefighter should develop and maintain to stay out 

of trouble and another set to get out of trouble. Issues such as staying low, staying calm 

and staying oriented are discussed. 

-Five Alarm Leadership – This is a dynamic program that is designed to energize and motivate 

the people in your department to perform and excel in everything they do. This program 

outlines many of the common situations that fire departments and fire companies find 

themselves in and presents suggestions and solutions to those situations. 

-Fireground Responsibility - In this program chief Salka takes a critical look at the line-of-duty 

death of a firefighter and the many contributing factors that played a role in the event. Using 

the report issued by NIOSH after their investigation, each of the factors, events and decisions 

related to this fire are examined to discover if anything could have been done differently with 

more positive results. 

 

815 & 816 - Behavior Indicators of Active Shooters – Gregory Vecchi & Aberdeen Police Department 

staff  - This presentation will cover known behavioral indicators relating to active shooters in the US in 

an effort to understand their motivations. The indicators and motivations will be used as a basis to 

discuss threat assessment in terms of developing prediction, preemption, and mitigation techniques, 

tactics, and procedures that can be implemented by organizations. 

16 hour classes 

1601 - "I have arrived on scene what now?" Command & Control for the Incident Commander – Travis 
Thom - In this two day class the student will go through scenarios with the class and in small groups.  
The class is taking what you have learned in all of your ICS classes and putting common sense to them. 
The class will start with small incidents working on creating habit on developing clear incident 
objectives, sound tactics and learning the difference between Strategy, Tactic and Task.  We will also 
work through common incident mistakes and why they happen. By the end of day two each student will 
have developed a field IAP and worked in a command role. The incidents will move from common EMS 
calls to the first in command officer on a large scale incident. 
On completion of the class the student will have a better understanding of not only ICS but also have 
more confidence in the fire ground decisions he/she makes. 



Prerequisite: NIMS 100, 200.  Target Audience: Any emergency responder that would be command of 
incident.  Class limit 25 
 
1602 - Early Recognition of Weapons of Mass Destruction/Mass Effect in Hazmat Incidents – Mike 
Becker - This Signet North America Early Recognition of HAZMAT as Weapons of Mass Destruction/Mass 
Effect course combines our popular HAZMAT Awareness course with timely applications of these and 
other materials as WMD/WME.  This course is designed  for First Responders to provide an educational 
foundation regarding the awareness of, safety issues regarding, and basic containment/confinement 
methods to control the various types of hazardous materials that responders deal with on a day-to-day 
basis. Additionally, First Responders will be introduced to Weapons of Mass Destruction/Mass Effect at 
the Technician Level training as defined by the NFPA 472 standard. The emphasis of the course is to 
provide the student with a strong base knowledge in areas of special concern in the event of a WMD 
terrorism incident.  Class limit 30 
 
1603 - ICS 400 – Todd Mann - This course is intended to serve as a vehicle to share proven incident 
management strategies and practices as well as to enhance teamwork and coordination among all 
response agencies' officers directly responsible for emergency response to a WMD/terrorism incident or 
other "Incident of National Significance". 
 
1604 - ARFF for Rural Departments – ARFF Specialists  - Imagine an aircraft flying through your airspace 
and crashing in your community. Are you prepared to handle the devastation associated with an 
incident of this nature? This class is designed to give a basic strategic and tactical lesson to help in 
mitigating this emergency. Class will consist of both classroom and hands-on training using the latest in 
aircraft simulator technology. Full PPE, SCBA, and one spare bottle are required. 
 

1605 - Basic Fire Investigation- Cliff Dahl - This class will introduce the students to evidence recognition, 

preservation, collection and processing along with an in-depth discussion of advanced origin and cause.   

Live burns will be conducted prior to the class in a variety of one cell rooms.   Patterns and evidence 

from these burns will be examined by the students during the hands on portion of the class to 

determine point of origin and fire cause.    

The students may want to consider having coveralls or PPE for the hands-on portion of the class.  This 

will occur on the 2nd day.   

1606 - Large Area Search & V.E.S. – Buck Burdick - This class will cover the roles and responsibilities of 

the fire company assigned search during a working structure fire. We will discuss, in depth, the tactics 

and decisions that the search team will need to make. These will include: ICS, accountability, size up, 

tool selection, fire behavior, victim location and survivability, access and egress considerations, search 

techniques, and tactical decision making. 

We will also discuss the techniques and considerations for the implementation for V.E.S. (Vent Enter 

Search). If your Dept. is unfamiliar with this technique, it will be a great opportunity to learn this fast and 

efficient skill. 

This class is designed for anyone that may be called upon to perform a primary search. It is designed for 

the Company Officer and Senior/Junior Fire Fighters. It will include a Hands- on portion. Full structural 

PPE and SCBA will be needed.  Class limit 25 



1607 - Essentials of Firefighting – Mike Eliason - Students seeking some of the South Dakota Certified 

Firefighter Classes may obtain several of the mandatory classes required for becoming a Certified 

Firefighter and/or participate in some of the other basic classes that will be conducted. This is a good 

opportunity for your new recruits to get introduced to the skills required for firefighting and have their 

State Fire Marshal’s Office blue cards partially signed off.  Classroom instruction will cover Safety, 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), Fire Behavior, 

Ladders, and Ventilation. There will also be a smoke house with associated fire ground skills conducted 

for those students completing the classroom segments.  30 students total.  Students are required to 

bring their full NFPA compliant PPE and SCBA to participate in the hands-on training portions of this 

class.   


